
F    I    N    D    I    N    G        K    A    T    A    H    D    I    N    :
An Online Exploration of Maine’s Past   •   www.mainememory.net

© 2005 by University of Maine Press and the Maine Historical Society. All rights reserved.
1 of 5

Lesson 2.4
CREATE YOUR OWN COLONY

Objective: Students will explore the kinds of challenges that faced the early colonists by
creating their own plan for a colony, based on the plan of the Popham Colony.

Materials:
• Sheet 2.4: Create Your Own Colony Directions
• Doc 2.4: Popham Colony plan on an overhead or slide, and made into copies
• Blank paper and pencils

Timing: Four to five class periods, with time outside of class for preparation

Background Reading: Chapter Two, Section Three

Procedure:

1. As a class, study and discuss the plan of the 1607 Popham Colony at the mouth of the
Kennebec River. Define any unknown terms in the plan (the first four items in the key
may be the names of the weapons placed in the corresponding posts). Ask questions like
the following to encourage students to analyze the plan fully:
• What do you see?
• How is the colony protected from the outside? Is it effective protection?
• What were they protecting themselves from? What possible threats were there?
• What kinds of buildings are inside the colony? Where are they located? Why?
• How do they feed themselves?
• Why is it important to be near the ocean? To be near a river?
• Why do they need a marketplace?
• What things are absolutely necessary? What are excessive?
• Are there any buildings or items missing from the plan?
• Are there any reasons you can see in the settlement plan for why the Popham Colony

failed? (The settlement was not fully built by the time the colony dispersed.)

2. After you have thoroughly analyzed the Popham Colony plan as a class, give students
their assignment: they are to create their own New World Colony. As the teacher, you
will play the wealthy funder, Sir or Madam Bigbucks, who expects his or her colonists to
run a successful, smooth, profitable colony and maintain good relations with the Indians.
The students will break up into groups of 4-5. Each group should have the following
roles: an Explorer, a Colony President, a Religious Leader, and one or two Citizens (see
student handout).

**Note: The suggested procedure splits tasks up among group members, based on their
talents. You may find that it makes more sense for your classroom to split tasks a
different way. For example, you may wish to have each student write a proposal, or to
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have each student in the group participate in the presentation. Use your discretion in how
you split the tasks among group members.

3. Give the students 1 to 2 class periods and/or time outside of class to plan their
colonies, using the Popham Colony plan as a model.

4. Have each group present their plan for a New World Colony and convince you, the
wealthy benefactor, why their plan is the best.

Evaluation: Give students a group grade and an individual grade.

Follow-up Activity:
• Discuss the ethics of colonizing the New World. Was it fair to set up a colony on

Indian land, even if it looked as if it was not being used?

Alignment with Learning Results:

Grade Level: 6th-8th 
Content Area: Social Studies: HISTORY
Standard: Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns
Students understand major eras, majoring enduring themes, and historic influences in the
history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world.

Descriptor E1b: Analyze and critique major historical eras, major enduring themes,
turning points, events, consequences, and people in the history of the United States and
world and the implications for the present and the future.

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Content Area: Social Studies: APPLICATIONS
Standard: Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, select, and present a position on a current social studies issue by
proposing and revising research questions, and locating and selecting information from
multiple and varied sources.

Descriptor A1c: Locate and access relevant information that includes multiple
perspectives from varied sources.



Finding Katahdin Resource Guide, Lesson 2.4 www.mainememory.net
3 of 5

Sheet 2.4
Name: _____________________________________ Date: _____________

Group Members:__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Due Date: _______________________

CREATE YOUR OWN COLONY:
Directions

You are one of many groups of Europeans interested in beginning a colony in the New
World. Sir/Madam Bigbucks has offered to fund one colony on the coast of Norumbega
(Maine). Your group's task is to draw up a plan for the ideal New World colony and
convince Sir/Madam Bigbucks to fund it.

1. Choose your role. Each person in your group will play one of the following roles:

• The Explorer. This person was the first to find the site of the colony. He or she is
courageous and a good salesperson. The Explorer is responsible for presenting the
colony proposal to the funder.

• The Colony President. This person was hired by the wealthy funder to run the colony
well. He or she is well-organized and a good leader. The President is responsible for
leading the group discussion and for making sure the draft of the plan and the colony
proposal are of good quality. He or she also must help the Explorer present the
proposal to the funder.

• The Religious Leader. This person's priorities are to make sure that religious life is
the focus of the colony's daily routine. The Religious Leader is also responsible for
writing the proposal for the colony, therefore, he or she must write well.

• The Citizen. This person is a farmer or fisherman who is interested in the freedom
and excitement the New World offers, and wants to own his or her own land. The
Citizen is responsible for drawing the plan of the colony, therefore, he or she must
draw well.

2. With your fellow colonists, discuss what kinds of things your colony will need. Be true
to your role. Consider the following questions:

• Where will your colony be located?
• How many people will be a part of it?
• How will you protect yourselves?
• How will you survive? What will you eat? Where will you sleep? How will you stay

warm?
• How do you plan to interact with the Indians?
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3. Create a final proposal for Sir/Madam Bigbucks with all of the above information
included. Each final proposal will consist of the following:

a. A detailed plan of your colony, with a key to buildings and important items.
The plan should be neat, well-labeled, and large enough for the class to see.
b. A written proposal of one to two pages. The proposal should be descriptive and
convincing.
c. A 5 to 7 minute presentation of your colony to the class. The presentation
should be convincing and should explain the plan of the colony.
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Doc 2.4
Popham Colony Plan

Image Courtesy of: Maine Historical Society
489 Congress Street  Portland, ME 04101

www.mainehistory.org • www.mainememory.net


