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Lesson 12.1
PHOTOGRAPHS AS DOCUMENTS

Objective: Students will select and analyze several photographs of Maine as they appear
in Finding Katahdin: An Exploration of Maine's Past. Based on the information the
photographs include as well as the information they leave out, students will evaluate the
photographs as historical documents.

Materials:
• Sheet 12.1: Photograph Analysis Sheet, (same as Sheet 8.5A)
• Finding Katahdin: An Exploration of Maine’s Past textbook

Timing: One to two class periods

Background Reading: Chapter 12

Procedure:

1. Raise or review with students the question: What is the character of Maine? Do a
group brainstorm of topics, people, places, ideas, and images that they think represent
Maine.

2. Go over the introduction of Chapter 12 with students. The introduction describes how
to "read" a photograph, using an example of a photo dating from about 1900, taken by
Chansonetta Stanley Emmons. Discuss with students how photographs can be used as
historical documents, how they can convey important information about the time
period in which the photograph was taken. Tell students they will be "reading" some
of the photographs in Chapter 12, looking for some of this important information.

3. Hand out the Photograph Analysis Sheet. Go over it with students.

4. Break students into pairs, or have them work individually. Ask them to select five or
six photographs from Chapter 12 from different sections of the chapter to analyze.
They should fill out their Analysis Sheets while studying the photographs.

5. When they are finished, come back together as a class. Ask students to share with the
class their ideas about some of the photographs they analyzed. Discuss photos that
seem particularly representative of the "character" of Maine, and photographs that do
not. Ask students to rate the photographs they chose, on a scale of 1 to 10, for how
valuable they think these photographs might be for future Maine historians. They
should consider whether the photographs seem to be posed or not, what kind of
information is included, and what seems to be left out.

Evaluation: Collect student analysis sheets and grade them using a check plus, check, or
check minus scale.
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Follow-up Activities:
• Have students bring in their own photographs of Maine from home to analyze in

class.
• Pair this activity with Create your Own Photoessay, Lesson 12.2.

Alignment with the Learning Results:

Grade Level: 9th-dipl.
Content Area: Social Studies: APPLICATIONS
Standard: Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, develop, present, and defend positions on current social studies issues
by developing and modifying research questions, and locating, selecting, evaluating, and
synthesizing information from multiple and varied sources.

Descriptor A1c: Make judgments about conflicting findings from different
sources, incorporating those from sources that are valid and refuting others.

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Content Area: Social Studies: HISTORY
Standard: Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns

6-8: Students understand major eras, majoring enduring themes, and historic
influences in the history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world.

Descriptor E1d: Analyze interpretations of historical events that are based on
different perspectives and evidence.
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Sheet 12.1
Name:                                                                                                   Date:                             

PHOTO ANALYSIS SHEET

Examine your photograph. Answer the following questions based on your observations.
Use complete sentences.

1. Photograph Number:                      

2. Who is in the photograph?                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

3. What are they doing?                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

4. Where was the photo taken?                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

5. When was the photo taken?                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

6. Why do you think was it taken?                                                                                         
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7. Was the photo posed or taken as a candid? How can you tell?                                          

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

8. What is the attitude of the people in the photograph? Are they happy, sad, angry, tired?
Why?

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

9. What other things are in the photograph, besides the people?                                           

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

10. Does the photograph have a message? What is it? What conveys that message?            

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                


