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Date: July 27, 1863
Description: Pvt. John Sheahan on cavalry battles

I received your letter of the 19th

yesterday.

                Catletts Station Va

                           July 27th 1863

        My Dear Father now that I
again have a chance to write you
I will do so since we expect
to move and I do not know
when or where I shall have
another oppertunity we are
again near the Rappahonnock
and have met with no enemy
since we crossed the Potomac
except at Halltown and Sheapherds
town at the latter place we
had one of the hardest fights
that the cavalry has ever been
in I was in the hotest of
the fight all the afternoon
but never received a scratch



tho one quarter of our regiment
was lost in the fight. Our
regiment tho dwindled to a
mere nothing still continues
to be parsed to the highest
and it deserves all that can
be said it for it has done
the most fighting and done it
in a better manner than any
of the regiment in the service,
I have seen some of our
fights pictured in Harpers Pictorial
I wish you could have seen 
them you would get some
idea of how Cavalry fights
it is far more dispersed then
Infantry fighting but does not
last so long. I think and
in fact I know that our
fighting has reached its end 
for we had but little



fighting to do while we
were on the Rappahonnock
    hoping to hear from you
soon I will close

         John P Sheehan

  The Heights of Fredericksburg are
ours and the Rebel forts
are leveled to the ground
and a rail road bridge is
finished just above Fredericsbg
I mean across the river

  I got this from Annie
this morning
     give the grave to Vose
but don’t show him the other


