
                     A Copy

Dear Madam

 Will you admit the partiality
of a Father for his Daughter in an apo-
logy for this Intrusion?

 The ardent wish expressed in
in [crossed out] the latter part of the inclosed let-         
ter of obtaining some relic of the Great
Man whose Death America & the
World deplore with you, is laudable;
the presumption of obtaining it immediately
from your hand, must be attributed to 
the Father & not the Daughter.

 Nothing but the idea of the su-
preme satisfaction that will be felt in
the breast of the Petitioner at the gratifi
cation of her wish, in this (to her) unexpected
way, could have induced me thus to in-
trude; nor even on that consideration
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could I have ventured to unbind a wound,
the Anguish of which, I sincerely hope
is mitigated by divine Consolation,
was it not my hope to pour into a
wounded Heart, as a healing Balm,
the sincere Condolence of my numerous
family, to which I do most sincerely
add that of, dear Madam

       your most obedient

          & very humble servant
  

Phil. 26 March 
1800                       P Wadsworth

    

PS.  If at any time, previous to the
    rising of Congress, it should be convenient;
    by directing the inelope [sic] to be returned to
    be returned [sic] to me here, an additional
    obligation will be confered on

                 yours etc  PW

    Mrs. Martha Washington
                 Mount Vernon – Virginia



Mrs Martha Washington

        Mount Vernon

               Virginia


