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Date: March 5, 1985
Description: James E. Kinney worte to Norman “Red” Wetherington about 
his experiences serving in the Civilian Conservation Corps

My reason for joining the CCC:

My father passed away when I 
was sixteen leaving my mother with nine 
children of which I was the oldest. 

I left school in my third year of 
high school to try and help support 
the family, there was very little work 
in the early 30’s.

May of 1933 I joined the CCC’s 
I was at Fort Williams for the two weeks 
for physical and shots then shipped 
out to Patten, ME. 

We slept in tents on the side of 
a hill, and washed and bathed in the 
brook, when it rained the water ran 
under our beds.

We didn’t get into barracks until 
Oct, and the wash rooms about the same 
time.

I cut bush along road ways 
worked on building roads that go from



Shin Pond to Millinocket, and drove 
truck.

Got out in June 1934 stayed 
in Patten for three years, I worked in 
the woods, was on a farm for nine 
months, married a Patten girl in 1935

We went back to home in St. 
George, ME in 1937, in 1941 we moved 
to Warren, ME got into the poultry 
business, we raised seven girls two 
boys, retired Dec. 1980 at age 65.

Sorry I don’t have pictures or 
others, we were burned out in 1946 
and lost most everything.

Sincerely,
James E. Kinney

Met a CCC friend Arthur Flemming 
from Woodland, we met in Machias 
for dinner Sunday, you will be hearing 
from him.

This is a great thing you are doing
should be a very interesting day. Thank you


