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Date: July 16, 1862
Description: Martha Usher Osgood wrote to her friend “Annie,” 
commenting mostly about family and friends who were visited or expected 
to visit. 

          Bar Mills July 16th 1862
Dear Annie,
                 I have just received
your letter and hasten to enclose
you five dollars, so that you
may not be delayed in Boston
for the lack of passage money.
    I am very sorry for your
vexations, and hope you will get
away from annoyances for a few 
weeks at least. You have had
more than your share this last
year and if it might exempt you
for the next year we might review
them pleasantly.
  I feel quite sure no letter
has come for you, but would
not detain this letter till I might
ascertain with certainty  –



Your Father was in the office
this morning when Bep got your
letter – she told him the letter
was from you – he said they had 
not heard from you and were
expecting you every day. I think
if a letter had come, he would
have mentioned it. When I take
this to the Office I shall ask
Mr. Warren if any letter has
come for you.
  I am very sorry Sue is not 
coming to visit us.  I had quite 
counted on it, as had all the
others.  It would be a fine revivial
of old times to have have her here,
and I enjoy her more than almost
any one. I am also disappointed
in a visit from Lizzie Chase.
She is in Montreal visiting Mrs
George Hayes and I rejoice in
so delightful a journey for her



and willingly postpone my own
pleasure in seeing her here.
I got a pleasant letter from Lucy
Woodman a few days ago and find
she is counting upon Lizzie and
myself at her house on the Hudson
next Autumn.  I do not know
if this trip to Montreal will prevent
Lizzie from taking the journey to
N. York, but think it quite probable.
I do not count upon any absence
from home with any certainty in
these anxious war times.
There may very likely be pecuniary
and patriotic reasons, to keep me 
at home. Lucy is sketching from
nature – she paints very well I am
told. I should enjoy a few weeks
with her and George, very much,
but will not anticipate any such
uncertain delights. In the mean 
time, the house in Hollis is pleasant,



with the woods and river – friends
and books and music, and last 
but not least, flowers. I am content
to be here so long as the times require,
and of only feel that it is almost
wicked to be so safe and happy, while
all the country is so anxious.
  Mrs Bigelow and Ethee left yesterday.
Mrs Ware was coming yesterday for a 
few days but the showers I think
have kept her in Portland  – as she
is particular to have bright sunshine
when she comes in the country –
Mrs Bacon and Ellie went to Old
Orchard yesterday – Ellie will remain
some weeks. Mrs. Bacon only this
week. We are talking of a party
to Old Orchard next week.
We are still busy for the soldiers, and
must be while the need is so great. 
I hope to see you very soon – And 
that you will have a pleasant and
quiet visit here. Our piano is at your
service.


