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Date: July 6, 1862
Description: Martha “Mattie” Usher Osgood of Bar Mills wrote to “Annie” 
asking her to get some organdy, muslin, linen floss, and other fabric and for 
dresses before coming to visit.

                                        Bar Mills July 6th 1862
Dear Annie,
                             I write a line to ask you to get
some patterns at Hovey’s of Organdie muslins, black
ground and send me if  you have time before you
come. They are for Anna Bacon who saw one
from Hovey’s which she liked very much. It
had an Autumn leaf and a little boquet, I think.
She would like to select a pattern and have you
bring her a dress. Bep would also like you to get
a summer Balmoral if you can get one for
a doll 2,25  two dollars or two and a quarter.
She would like it of light material and prefers
drab and purple but would not be very particular
about the color. Please also get me a bunch of
linen floss. Write me if it would be convenient
for you to make these purchases without my remitting
the money. I can send it perfectly well if
I were sure you would not leave before the letter
arrived. I wrote you last week from Litchfield.
The weather is melting today and I cannot



write any pleasant things while the moon
is so read red. I came home Friday – spending
the 4th of July on the top of a stage coach.
Lily Nichols from Boston was with me on her
way to Standish – a sweet girl to whom I recommended
you as the best teacher she could get in music -
She thought your S style was the one she needed
and I hope you may sometime have her or her 
sister or both – She is nearly eighteen, her sister fourteen
and they have never taken lessons in Boston –
Maggie has a fine voice I have been told but
knows nothing of music. Lily is very anxious to
to take lessons, but they probably have not been
ready to afford it yet. She plays prettily but says
her teachers have not been thorough. I gave her
your card but not your number as I thought
it uncertain if  you would be found there long.
We have had ever so much company. Mrs Frost
has been here a week. Mother takes her to Saco
and the beach to-morrow. She says she tried to
find you but couldn’t. I hope to see you here
soon.  All send love.  In haste
                         Your affectionate friend –
                                                 Mattie Osgood


