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Description: George F. Shepley wrote to Israel Washburn to report that he 
expected the new 12th Maine Regiment to be filled soon “with the very 
best men in the State.”

             Head Quarters
                      Twelfth Maine Regiment
                                Maine Vol. Militia
To His Exellency
                         Israel Washburn
                              Governor of Maine.
                                         Dear Sir
                                                  I have the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letters of Sept 27th & 28th and to assure you
that I am most sincerely grateful for
your kindness and your interest in the
success of the twelfth.
              Everything promises well for
the speedy filling up of the regiment
with the very best men in the State.
                  A new zeal seems to have
been excited in the community and I
have no fears now that there will be
any serious obstacles in the way of
complete success.
                     I have abandoned every other
thought and pursuit, and have
embarked in this movement all



my hopes energies and efforts and, if
need be my fortune and my life.
              May I not feel assured that
I shall have in it a continuance of
the same hearty cooperation you have
thus far so frankly and kindly extended
to me.
               I hope the fact that the regiment is
raised by permission of the Executive of
Maine under a direct authority from the
War Department will diminish in any
degree, as regards the twelfth, the ardent
interest which the Governor and the
Authorities and people of the State have
felt, in the Equipment and in the fame
of the other Maine regiments.
          This is intended to be in an
Especial sense “A Maine Regiment:”
When it is incorporated into a Division
with other New England Regiments it
will be our highest aim to sustain
in the comparisions that must be 
made, The character and the honor
of the State.
           It has occurred to me
that as the relative position of the



Regiment may be affected by the
respective dates of the commissions of the
Commanding Officers  I should like to
receive my own commission and that
of the Lieut. Colonel at as early date
as would be consistent with your
convenience and the interests of the
public service
                      With great respect
                                I have the honor to be
                                       Yours &c.
                                 Geo. F. Shepley
Portland Oct 1 1861


