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Date: 1869
Description: Hannibal Hamlin wrote to George F. Shepley explaining why 
he was not supporting his nomination as circuit court judge.

              Private
United States Senate Chamber.
              Washington. Apl 2 1869

My Dear Genl
                  I have your favor of
the 31st ult –
        I am not committed to
Morrill. His friends profess to
be certain that he will re=
ceive the appt. of Judge – He
has the Delegation from Maine
N. H. Vt & Mass with not more
than two or three exceptions,
myself one of the excepted –
They also claim that they
have such assurances from
the President, as make his
appointment certain – I think



the matter is settled, yet its
may not to be
     I was pressed to give
my aid to Morrill, but
declined to do so – But
learning of no movement for
any one else, I did say to
Morrills friends that I would 
not oppose him – That is
my position – Had I known
you would desire or even
take the place, I would
not have placed myself in
the position I have – But
as it is I see no way but
to keep my word – I am
also quite sure it may be
regarded as so far settled that it
cannot now be changed –
                          Yours Truly
Genl G F. Shepley       H Hamlin


