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Date: June 26, 1865
Description: George H. Frost, wrote to George F. Shepley to thank him for 
a gift he had sent and to share his post-Civil War thoughts.

                    New Orleans La June 26th/65
My Dear Sir,
                            Feeling that a few lines
would not be unacceptable from one, who not
withstanding the war, still regards with interest
his Northern relatives. I take the opportunity of
my return home and reunion with my family
to address you.  It would be useless for me
to deny that my return to the city brought
with it many feelings of joy and pleasure – 
the desire was but natural to be reunited to
all those I hold dear – but there were many
things in the Crescent City which brought up
anything but pleasant remembrances. All of
my hopes for the future were ruined by the fall
of the Confederacy, and I could not help feeling
saddened and mortified that I should have
come back to my family and friends as belong-
ing to a conquered army. It was a sad thought
to me that all of our efforts for the independence
of the South were without results and all the
precious blood which had been spilt and lives



lost had been in vain. It may be that Prov-
idence has designed wisely for us. I for one,
have determined to accept the situation as it is,
and if I remain in the country, will endeavor
to make as good a citizen as possible. This,
I consider the duty of every man of our army,
and if the Government is nice and pursues a
conciliatory policy towards us, time may in the
end so far lessen the breach that now exists
between us as to cause us to take an interest
in the further welfare and success of the country.
This we do not now for the wounds are too recent
to admit of our giving a willing support at once.
     The President’s proclamation places us in the
list of those who are excluded from taking the
amnesty oath, on account of my being educated
at the Military Academy. What course will be
pursued towards us lesser lights I suppose 
will not be determined till after our leading
men are disposed of. In the meantime I have
gone to work for the purposes of earning a live-
lihood. During the summer I shall be employ-
ed as Receiving Teller in a private banking house
in the city with the prospect of [crossed out] permanent



occupation when business is more active in the
Fall. It is a worse feeling to me to be behind 
a counter after eight years career as a soldier,
but now that my occupation is gone, I suppose
I must seek the smiles of fortune in some
other sphere of life. I shall always believe
however that I am better fitted for a staff
officer than for counting green-backs.
         All of our family are well, and of course
happy at having me with them again. At the
time I reached home they had not heard from
from me for some time and were considerably alarm-
ed for my safety. During the early part of Gen.
Hood’s Tennessee campaign, I was severely wound-
ed in a cavalry skirmish near Rome, Ga, and
owing to movements which took place afterwards,
which pretty effectually destroyed our railroads,
I was without any means of communicating
with them. No evil results followed my wound
though I came very near losing my leg. My
next younger brother, Charley, leaves us in a few
days to spend the summer North for the benefit
of his health. He goes from here to Sharon Springs
N.Y. to remain there for a month or six weeks and



then will visit Capt. Joe Merrill’s family in New
York City.
         While in Alabama last summer I learned
through a letter from home of a very handsome
Meerschaum which you were kind enough to
send me. Though I never received it, my
acknowledgements are due to you all the same
and I therefore thank you sincerely for
the present. I have reason for believing
that it was owing to the dishonesty of the par-
ties through whose hands it passed that it
never reached me. Mr Woodlief, Mrs Kennedy’s
father, has now in his possession a pipe which
my suspicions point to as the one you intended
for me – and if you will send me a descrip-
tion of the one you selected, I will endeavor
to find out whether he has deceived me in regard
to it.
      Be kind enough to present my kind regards
to all of your daughters some of whom may
remember me. Enclosed I send a photograph
for Nellie which I would like to have her
accept for old friendship sake.
    With many good wishes for yourself –      
     I remain           Very truly yours
                                                       Geo. H. Frost
Direction –
    Care of Newman Murphy


