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Date: November 20, 1863
Description: Isaiah T. Williams wrote to George F. Shepley expressing his 
regret that he had not seen Shepley in New York or Maine on the general’s 
recent visit there.

        Office of Isaiah T. Williams
                       79 Nassau Street
               New-York, Nov. 20 1863
My dear Shepley:
                             I was very sorry
to have missed seeing you both while
you were at New York, and afterwards
while you were at Portland. I went
up from Old Orchard in the hope that
you were not gone – but only had
the satisfaction of making a little
speech in the Hall, where you had just
before made a great one.
                 I will not say your services
upon the rostrum were more valuable
to the country than your services in
the field or in the council chamber,
but I will say if both in the field &
in the council chamber you act as
effectively for your country as you did
upon the rostrum your fame will not
be likely to be eclipsed in your day
or mine.
              I am prosecuting your suit
against Mathis & others with strong
hopes of securing the whole of your
claim – if I fail it shall not be my fault.



  I have given the bearer of this,
W. Freund, a letter of introduction
to you – I beg you not to regard it as
an ordinary civility done to a friend.
he is one of the most superior men
I have ever known – I have known
him for 10 years intimately, and I
have never known another such man –
although at times he exhibits a good
deal of excitement of manner – especially
when interested in some great question
of human rights; yet he is a man
of the most amiable temper and
withal of a head as cool and accurate
as you could desire. Take him to your
heart I beseech you, for he is worthy
of your best affections – He will be 
only too happy to give you the benefit
of any learning he may possess &
in a military way I know of no man
so learned. He will serve you without
being obtrusive or ostentatious. I never
knew a man who less desired notice
or observation. He is engaged in some
commercial enterprize and God grant
he may succeed in it – He deserves
to do so – His faithful, earnest, and
quiet life entitle him to the best of



fortune in whatever he may desire
to achieve - For the present he pursues
gain -  only I am sure to the extent
of a competentcy for himself and his
family, which consists of a wife
and three daughters to whom his
devotion is most touching and
beautiful – Again & again I commend
him to your warmest affections.
            I hope you will not fail to
allow me to see you when next
in New York. Meantime I remain
               Very truly & ever your friend. 
                                   I.T. Williams
Genl Shepley 
    Military Governor  &c. &c. &c.
                 New Orleans
                            La.


