
Fort George (Penobscot) 15th March 1781

Sir

I had the Honor of writing a Letter

to your Excellency date 24th August last,

a Duplicate of which is Sent inclosed, and

flatter myself with the justice every Officer

may reasonably expect from your Excellency

as Commander in Chief.

I lately receive a Letter from the

Duke of Argyle informing me that Captain

Alexander Campbell of the 74th Regiment,

was much recovered, as to be fit for any duty,

and wished him to be continued in the Regi-

ment, if his company was not disposed of,

and that he had written to your Excellency

to that Purpose.  If this is Agreeable to your

Excellency it has my Approbation.

The 17th of last Month a Party from

this place Commanded by Lieut. Stockton of

the King’s Rangers, landed near to George’s River

Marched five miles through the Woods to Thomas-

town, and about one in the Morning attack-

ed the House where the Rebel Brigadier General

Wadsworth (who Commanded all the Eastward
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of Cape Ann) was Quartered with a guard of

six Men, and took him and two of his men

Prisoners and carried them to this place where

he still Remains.

We had three Men wounded, onee [sic] since

dead.  Brigadier Wadsworth intended to have

gone for Falmouth the next day to take charge

of the Fortifications of that place, which the

Rebels are carrying on with all dispatch.  I

am informed they have already Twenty four

Cannon mounted, of which some of them are

32 Pounders.  Wadsworth says, they are to make

very strong Works there, as they were informed

it is to be Attacked by some British Troops

next Summer, and they will be well Pre-

pared to receive them.

As Lieut. Cheap who was appointed a

Lieut. in the 74th Regiment never joined us,

and my being informed (tho not officially)

that he is gone into the East India Company’s

Service, I beg leave to recommend to your Exc-

ellency, John Campbell the Oldest Ensign to the

Lieutenancy, and John Russell to be Ensign,

both deserving Men.

I am sorry to inform your Excellency



that the inhabitants of this Country have no

Attachment to the King.  Altho’ they have

taken the Oath of Allegiance, and from the

long stay of the 74th Regiment in this place

the Inhabitants, have got acquainted with the

Soldiers and have enticed some of them to

desert, therefore humbly requests your Excel-

lency will be pleased to relieve the Regiment

from this Place, how soon Convenient.

I have the Honor to be with great-

est Respect

Sir

  Your Excellency’s

     most Obedient Humble Servent

        John Campbell Lt. Coll. Comdr. 74th Regt.

His Excellency

    Sir Henry Clinton H. B. Commander in Chief of

        His Majestys Forces
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