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Date: August 29, 1862
Description: Pvt. Charles L. Billings wrote to Col. George F. Shepley 
seeking help in getting a commission.

       New Orleans, Aug. 29th 1862
Gen. Shepley. Sir.
                           You may not
consider a letter from a private
soldier as hardly worth your
notice, but I beg you to read
and then, of course, act as your
better judgement shall deside.
              When I enlisted in the
12th Me Regt.  I was striving to
get an education which would
fit me for some sphere of
usefulness in society but my
means being quite limited
my advancement was rather
slow: still I had got so I could
teach a common school, and
could look forward to my
collegiate course, & subsequent life
with hope.  I had a very good
situation in a school in my own
town when I enlisted, where I
could have made much more,



pecuniarily and intellectually
than I can at present; but I
was willing to sacrifice something–
yea! every thing, if need be,
for the good of my country;
and I am not sorry I entered
the service, nor would I quit
it, if I could have an honorable
discharge to day; but the question
arises with me; could I not
serve my country as well and
do much better for myself if
I had a chance? I know those
that have got and are getting
commissions, and other positions,
both in the Me. Regiments and
in the new Lou. Regiments, who,
in point of mear education or,
military experience are not
ahead of me, and, had I some
influential friend to assist me,
think I also might get some
such position.
            If I remain in my
present situation long, the



hopes of years must to some 
extent at least be blighted;
while if I could have the means
to prosicute my studies without
interruption when the war is over,
I might, in a great measure,
repair what I shall have lost;
or, had I the oppitunity, I have
plenty of time, might now be
gaining insted of loosing.
            And now I write this
to respectfully ask you if there
is not some situation which 
you can give me, or which you
can help me to obtain. I do not
ask to dictate what it shall
be, nor do I ask particularly
for office. Some clerkship or–
indeed, any position which
would subserve the ends herein
stated, would be gratefully
received.
      I address this to you
personally, because I first
enlisted in your Regt., and



I believe if you do not
assist me, it will be for
want of time or oppitunity,
and not for want of a desire
so to do.
           I can get a letter of rec-
omendation from one or more
officers of this division if need be.
                    Respectfully your
        most obedient servant           
                       C. L. Billings
               Co. G, 12th Regt Me. Vol.
P.S. I am stationed at present
at the Jackson Depot.
                          C.L.B.
[upside down]
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