
For Educational Use Only     www.MaineMemory.net   Copyright 2012

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society

MMN # 71496
Date: June 11, 1862
Description: George F. Shepley along with Lt. G. Wietzel issued 
confidential instructions for troop movements and assignments in case an 
alarm was sounded.

Confidential
                   Headquarters Military Commandant
                                New Orleans June 11th 1862.
                 In case of any alarm the following will
be the programme. Magee’s Cavalry will at once
join the 31st Mass. at Annunciation Square, the
two together will then proceed & report to Headquarters
at St. Charles Hotel as rapidly as possible. The 14th

Maine will join and support Thompson’s Battery,
and both proceed as quickly as possible to Head
Quarters. Reade’s & Perkins’ Cavalry will report at
once to Headquarters. The 13th Conn.& the 12th Maine
will report as quickly as possible at Headquarters. The
8th Vermont will await orders at its quarters. All
detached guards will at once join their regiments
The camp or garrison guards on duty will be left
in charge of the camp or barracks. Each company of
Cavalry will detail two mounted orderlies for the
night. They will report to the Officer of the guard
at Headquarters every day at 7. P.M. and be relieved
at 6. A.M.  The Colonels of the infantry regiments,
and the Officer of the guard at Headquarters,
will make requisitions (on the Ordnance Dept)



for and keep on hand 12 rockets each. If 
attacked they will send up three rockets in
succession. Capt Thompson will keep one piece
unlimbered in charge of the guard, to be fired
three times in succession  when he is attacked, or
any rocket is seen by his guard to go up, or any
signs of a rising are manifest. These guns will
be the signal by day. The Cavalry if attacked,
will despatch two messengers by different routes,
to the nearest camp. Each commanding officer
of an infantry regiment, will detail 20. men
to set fire to any house from which troops are
fired on. For this purpose they will provide
themselves with torches and combustible matter.
In case the main attack is made on any par-
ticular regiment, they will hold their position
until reinforced. But the commanding Officers
must be very careful not to be misled by a feint.
The 14th Maine will furnish a picket of one
company every night to assist in guarding
Thompson’s Battery. They will be on duty
from 7. P.M. to 6. A.M. This picket will select
some suitable healthy spot to sleep on their
arms only one or two being kept awake
and on post.

                            By Order of
  E. Ilsley             Genl Geo. F. Shepley
 (signed) A.A.A.G    Lieut G. Wietzel. U.S. Engineers
                                  Asst Military Commandant


