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Date: September 23, 1862
Description: Letter of Charles Garcelon to his Aunt Jane Waldron regarding 
seeing the remains of a battlefield, including a cemetery. 

    Near Sharpsburg Sep. 23.
                                        62
Dear Aunt:
                  We are stationed
near Sharpsburg Maryland
and can’t tell when we shall
be required to move.
Our health is good. We have
been on the move for two weeks,
we have marched from Wash-
ington to this place, distant
the way we came some
60 or 70 miles, it was quite
a long tramp but we
stood it well. We can pride 
ourselves that we have seen
a good part of the State
of Maryland and more
active service in this short
time than the first Maine
did in all of their three
months service.



We have passed through a very
prety part of the state in
fact Maryland is one of the
finest states of the Union.
There is one thing I don’t
fancy about a soldiers life
it is this – you are apt to
have a drunken Col. or Brig-
placed over you and you
have to stand it. Now I
don’t wish to say any thing
in regard to our acting Brig-
that is disrespectful but
I will say I have seen him 
quite weak in the joints.
I could tell you of many hard
sights I have seen in this 
short time but it will
not be pleasant for you 
to see in your imagination
sights which I might
discribe. I can truly say I
have passed over one



battle field I have seen trees
all split and shattered by the
cannon ball I have seen the
marks of the fierce conflict
in field and wood. I have
seen the graves of soldiers side
by side and have thought
how many homes are made
desolate by one conflict even
and then to think of the
numbers of men that have given
up their life for their Country it
is perfectly surprising that men
can be found to sacrifice so much.
I see I am getting near the 
bottom of this sheet and as it
is getting late I must think of
drawing it to a close but before I
do I must let you know that
I remain true to my temperance
principals I have been asked to
take some but I find it very
easy to say no. Please let



me know how your health and
the health of the children
is I trust you may be blessed
with good health until we get
back and all through life
Please give my love to all
inquiring friends.
Please let me know where
Aunt Marsten is at the
present time I shall write
to Aunt Clark and Marston
just as soon as I get a chance
we don’t have very good oppor
tunities to write.
  My candle is getting most
out so I must close this
letter.
Trusting God to protect you
as well as me I bid you
good night
               Yours truly
                    C.A. Garcelon


