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LOUD LISS

If our generation were to fashion for iteelf a coat-of-arms,
it would be appropriate to weave a huge question mark Into it as
the scentral motive. Ours is a confused and bewildered generation,
Ve are not so sure of our charts -~ nor the acocurmncy of our compass -
as was a past generation. Losing sight of great objective standards
it is hard to get our bearings!

On a elear night a man - temporarily lost - who knows even a
1ittle asbout the stars, ocan spot the Yorth Star. From it he can
direct his steps in the way he should go, But for our generation the
night is not so clear. Ground fog blocks our wvision and we have lost
scontact with the orth Star of the spirit.

Iiving in such & dsv; the prayer of the mmn who wrote the 35th
Tsalm is pertinent to our need. In the 17th verse of this psalm we
find this petition: "Save me from their LOUD LIES, 0 Thou Zternal,"
The translation is Dr. Moffett's. Its wvalue lies in the faot that
the wording is more specifio than that which we find in the authorised
King James Version, where the Psalmist says: Rescue my soul from
their destruction, 0 Leord.," That is toe general., "hat was it that
was destroying the soul of the Isalmist? Specifically, it was UNTRUTH -
untruth, loudly and lustily proclaimed. "Save me from their ILOUD ILINS,
0 Thou Eternal."

That were these loud lies? We are not told in detail, The
Tsalmist however does tell us "malicious” mecusers come forward,
charging me with erimes I know naught of." i amccusers had repaid
hie good with evil, rendering him "all forlorn". The Fealmist had
even prayed for his accusers, but thay had not prayed for him,
Instead, they had assaulted him "with oruely-outting charges, of
which I knew nothing; railing at me unceasingly, reviling, mocking
me, gnashing at me with their teeth.," Ie likens ‘his accusers to
beasts and ends by saying, "Save my unhappy life from humen lions *
‘le was deeply wounded, in his soul, by untruth, "Save me - from
-_rl'm IJIEEI'

Rather than trying to reconstruct in our imagination those
trumped up "erimes" and those outting, but false, "charges", it is
enough to note that here was a man whose wvery soul was in danger &f
destruetion becmuse of the atmesphere of falsehood that engulfed him,

A minister can not listen to the stories that unfold in pas-
toral conferences without recelling the rumber of people he knows
who have been torm and twisted, bruised and battered by lies. GSome
of these lies have heen lustily proclaimed; some were d
maliciously and were acoompanied by the raising of eyebrows!

Great publiec servante whose high motives have been misinter-
preted and whose private lives have been falsely attacked, ocan cer-
tainly feel a kinship with the Pealmist. Iaat Tednesday our nation
celebrated Linecoln's Birthday. Mo national leader in our entire his-
tory is paid the homage that we give to Lincoln today. Tut when he
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lived the story was very different. Yo Fresident was ever attacked,
reviled and lampooned as was Lincoln. This prayer of the "salmist's
must have pvisen frequently to the lips of that lonely, misunderstood
figure in the "hite fouse during the dark days of the Civil War,

iore recently - in a dramatic hearing that cast a spell of
solemnity over the joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy -
a man spoke up and gave his "credo" in words that will teke their
pPlace among the grest s eechea of our mge. HNe had been mccused by
"loud lies"! On February 4th, in Washington, Mr, David lLilienthal
feoed the Committee which must confirm his appointmémt as Chairman
of the Commission on Atomic “nergy. Tor more than an hour a certain
jenator = known for his animosity foward ILilienthal - badgered him
relentlessly about Communism, about his long administration of the
TeVeley 8nd the origin of his aged parents. %Then he was rebuked by
the Senator for not carrying some miscellaneous TVA statisties in his
head, he launched into an affirmation of his beliefs, saying, "This
I do earry in my head, Senator. My convictions are not so much cone
cerned with vhat I am againet, as what I am for; and that exeludes a
lot of things automatically. Traditionally, Democracy has been an
affirmative doctrine rather than merely a negative one." ITe then
went on to say, "I believe, and I do so conceive the Conetitution of
the United States to rest upon - as does religion - the fundamental
proposition of the INTEGRITY OF THE IWDIVIDUAL; and that all Govern=
ment and all private institutions muet be designed to TRONOTE and
DEFEND the integrity and the dignity of the individualj that that is
the essential meaning of the Constitution and the RNill of Rights, as
it is essentinlly the meaning of religion,”

He further stated that he deeply oprosed any form of government
that exalts the State above the importance of men, and which places
miipggﬁf_m over men. Ie placed Commnism and the Russian Govern-
ment in 8 gategory which he condemned. He was ready to sacrifice
the high office to which Lhe Iresident had appointed him, if by se
doing he could preserve the American ideal against irresponsible
charges of witch-hunters! "The belief that the individual comee first,
that all men are children of God and their personalities are therefore
sacred, carries with it," he said, "a great belief in civil liberties
and their protieetion, and & repugnance to any one who would steal from
& human being that which is most precious te him - his good name.,"

Loud lies had been bandied about by the Senator, and when the
truth was spoken, the feeling of all good citizens was expressed
the then Senator Melahon of Connectiout, who broke the hush with these
words: "I want to congratulate you on that statement, and in my opin-
ion you are a very real American.,"

Untruth is nothing new, Put in our sge a prayer for deliverance
from it is more pertinent than when the Psalmist lived, In the Isalm-
ist's day, the worst thing & man could do with an untruth wae to shout
it at the top of his lungs. It would reach the ears of all who could
hear him, There were limits to the distance of human speseh in those
days. ow, all that has changed. A man ean stand before a mierophone,
utter a lie, and hie voice is carried literally around the world! In
the days when all newspepers were local affnirs, an editorial that cor-




tained a false idea did relatively little damage. All that has changed.
Today & writer ocan utter & lie in a syndicated article and hundreds of
chain newspapere will bring that lie to tens of thousands of breakfast
tables. The weekly attendance at motion picture shows soars
high up inte ons. -Teat some ploture give a totally se view
of 1life, showing indecency clothed as smartness; inﬂﬁ-li% as the
expected; and m as the usual - and you are no rming a

few young people; instead, millions of young people will go

out ousands of theatres with scenes of "ILO"D LINS" playing upon
their imeginstion, and stirring their emotions.

WW!% covera the entire nation.
It is an entire erent story the "handbill" posted on the
Town bulletin board in a past era., Irobably the loudest lies to
are the W- so cleverly worded, so subtle in their
appeal, g seven stillery corporations in our country spend
3 lion a year in nﬁnrthinf their wares! A statement recently

1

released from the Federasl Council of Churches deplored "the effect
which the advertising of eleoholic beverages is destined to have,

especially upon the P YOUTH, through its unwarranted and false
olaims in which it o invest the use of sleohol with w
de.' You know the line adopted = "Drink and be a man
of distinetion"; "drink and enjoy gracious living." These firms would
sver da tell re result of using thelr producte. They make
- i thou 8 oan not exer-

cise moderation in the use of *l'-r stuff. The ot!.n the gutter -

the ¢ s with his business and his home slipping away

from hi h sexual inhibitions released by aloohol -

the the tipsy dri nll this would strike a
B

sour note in the s ony of p e for liquor as the of
our sorrowj t of our joyj and %}E an
b t o gracious living". You won' nd liquor .

e newspapers of the Prank Cannett chainj none in LOOK magaszine;
none in the Curtis publications which give us the SATURDAY EBVENING
TOST, THE LADIES HOME JOURVAL and the COUNTRY GENTLEMAY, In this
respect they are to be congratulated, for they save their readers
from "LOUD LIES®, ;

Today, lies travel further and swifter than ever before,
touching more people and using every subtle device known to modern
peychology. There are other lies, however, less obvious but even

more dangerous because they filter down into the d f ou
gonsgiou and affect our attitude toward the ) spirit.
if we are nng savell from these lies, faith falters; sccial vision

fades; the sources of inner renewal dry up and become as barren wells,
Let us look at two of these lies:

1, It is a 1ie to think that the individual counts for little
and ecan contribute even less to the solution of our complicated
social problems.

Maultitudes of people today are overcome by a seree of personal
futility. They haul up the white flag of surrender, saying, "It is
too much for us!" This feeling of worthlessness is expressed in
comments like "Well, what ocan I do about it? I ean't make my vote
count; can't make my voice hm.rd{ ean't register my protest - so
try? You ean't make headway against strong tides end stiff winds!"



That's a lie - a stupid, dangerous lie! =very sociml prob-
lem is basically a m;_ﬂlt:%? before it becomes entwined in
society. In the long run everything good and bad in the world de-
pends on the QUALITY OF INDIVIDUALS. 7You can't erect a cathedral
out of loose sandesione, and you can't erect a decent sooial order -
or international order - out of INDECENT people. Dr. A, E. Viggam,
writing on social questions, said: "If and cou e go out of
the lives of common men, it ie ATI UP social and politieal
civilization." To¢ stress the importance of the individual is no
“pep talk" to bolster our morale, It is a basic fact, Tvery indi-
viduml is more than an individual, Fe is an individual plus the
attitudes he expresses. towards others and the ideas he stands for.

linke a list of every conceivable problem our post-war gen-

eration faces - juvenile delinqueney - the breakdown of family life -
clal t.ﬂ.io - l. .‘-+_n'_m" B f 0 [ 1u_|r‘_-_.m13 (4] -
social and religious prejudice - internati . tensions. nlarge

his list a hundred-fold you « Look hese problems, then
W'W" the 3 for, “hen you
are honeet you must accep s fact: now, to s €Very person
in this church, every member of our radio congregation finds elf
in one of two places. 3y what he is « what he stands for - he is

either a part of the solution to these blems- 0OR, he still remains
T oblem, aggravating and accentuating it}

qnm;g ﬁ%é%ﬂmﬁ will never be solved until some adults
cerse beling con g factors to it and move over to become a part
of the answer, You are either a part of the to the drink
problem, or a nﬁl of the S0 it is w racinl discrinina-
tion, or with social prejudices t would tear apart the fabric of
our society. World problems get back to individuals. The excellent
editorial in the Thursday edition of the PORTLAYD FRESS FEMALD =
written by a member of this ehurch - points out that with the nations
ready to go to work on Atomi& Control, some of our senators are will-
ing to throw over the whole commission, ae they side with a Demoeratic
reactionary against our President's appointment of the Chairman.

By their own admission our two Senators have joined in the outery,
Yen still "play politics" - when atom bombs and their use are at stake]

The individual counts; in the lomg run he counts most. “hat
we are and what we stand for IS AIL-IMPCRTANT. Dr. m with his

ability to put the matter succinetly, says: "A sle der wire can carry

a strong currentj a W can let in a lot o 3 and an

ORDINARY MAN oan stand for ideas on which THE WORLD'S SALVATION DEPEZNDS,'
II. It is a lie that what I believe and what I do is my own

privaete business,.
This lie has spread far and wide within our soclety, be-

cause we have lost sight of uﬁutin ;tanda.rd.g. The ound fog ha
blocked our vision of the Yor r 0 e spirit. ‘NEr have :nga u;.f

on an intellectual debauch of and 't“lig gnuqﬁ&gm: Jabber-

ing about every man do [£1:] eapes, ns long es strikes his
ndividual fanoy, our age presents a Borry spectacle thet borders on
hy Te talk about OUR PRIVILEGHS, and remain silent

4 SLELL O
o OUR DUTIES. We cluteh at our TRIVATE GAINS t
SOCIAL RESFPONSIBILITIES, it o




Ye have lost sight of the faot that the MORAL LAV is something
objectively and eternally in this world. Oreat standards of
RIGHT and VROVG have broken down until many assume that no longer
are some things m;_]&ﬁﬂ;_#m and other things forever mH.
LYorality has become a matier of as=you-like-it; an of getting
your pleasure where-and-when you want it; an assumption of what you
can get away with without being caught!

"hat you believe and what you do is MOST CERTAINLY ¥OT your
own private businessa, It is also ly your ‘s business -
your 's business - and the business of your and the world!l
Assume, for example, that you thought the whole a of itatl
was a silly notion. You would have nothing to do with i%t, hence you
decide as & builder to erect an elevator t without any 4
_q%_g,. The law would see to it that your as of gravitation
not remain your private business., <You didn't fashion the pull of
gravity. It was here long before the dooctor announced your birthl
So, in a world where GOD HULES, there are other faects which ante-
date your birth, Whaf.we do is not our own business; what we do MUST
conform to the MORAL LAY that has been given us by the MNORAL WATURE
OF THE CREATOR!

God's business has been revealed in Christ, who desires
ATUNDANT LIFE for all. Vhen we do anything whieh thwarts and prevents
abundant living for others, we are bloocking God's business, Get this
fact straight: Because God is God - and not man - 7is buasiness will
eventunlly trlﬁ. Te is no God of unfinished business. Te will
keep everlasti at it - prodding, watning, punishing men if need
be = until they seek the TRUTH and experience deliverance from the
snare of LOUD LIES!

Jeve. 19: 1=2 and 11-18
I Cor. 12; 12-31
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