
For Educational Use Only     www.MaineMemory.net   Copyright 2011

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society
(Coll. S-380, Misc. Box 14/32)
MMN #52780

Date: May 1, 1863
Description: Leonard Valentine to parents

Centreville Friday May 1/63

              Dear Farther & Mother
       I seat myself to write you a
few lines to let you know I am
well, and feel first rate.
                                  In my last
[crossed out] I wrote how we expected
to move, but we have not yet; we
are still in the same place.
                                           It is getting
to be warm weather here now; the grass
is growing fast; the trees are all leaving
out; and the peach orchards are all in
bloom, createing a most beautiful
appearance; before the war broke out
this must have been a nice country,
but now all is desolation and ruin.



The 25th was paid off day
before yesterday and yesterday I was
over yesterday but owing to my not
having been with the regiment for 
the past five months, and consequent
                                                         ly
not being mustered in, I g could
get no pay; but I was mustered in
then, and shall get my money whem
we are paid, next time, which will
be when we are mustered out of service.
The Provost Guard is about being
                            men
disbanded and the ^ have got to return
to their regiments in a few days.
I am going to box up some of my 
things and send them home for it
is getting warm and if we have to
march I dont want to lug them
nor throw them away either. I
       send
shall ^ one of my shirts and draw a
lighter one, when I get with the regiment
also my vest, boots,  two pair draws,
mittens, and some other little articles



which I will not name, three of us
are going to send in one box; it will
be directed to Stephen L. Waterhouse of
                                        my things
Scarborough who will leave ^ at with you.
His son-in-law, Alpeous Fogg, [crossed out] has the
most in it, therefore we thought we would
send it to him.  there will be no bills to
pay for the things
                                          will
                       I hope you ^ endeavor
to get the garden planted in good
season.  It is warm out here
enough to make it more comfortable
to get in the shade; but the nights
are rather cool.
                       If you want any money
you must go to the bank for it.
You may direct all future letters to
Co. E. 25th Maine Regt. Washington
D.C. and I shall get them
whether I stay here, or go there.
                                      I hear the
10th Me has got home.  I suppose
they met with a good reception



and was glad to get home once more.
If you don’t get the clothes for two
weeks or more, you need’nt think strange.
Hoping this will find you in good health
and spirits, for want of anything more
to say, I will close.

                       From Your Son
                           L Valentine


