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              12 Beaufort Gardens. London. S.W.
                              August 15th, 1883 ––

My dear Brother,

          It was with much gratification
that I received today from you the
valued letters of Govr Robie, and
of Mayor Deering, addressed to the
Treasurer of the Committee in London
for placing the bust of Longfellow in
Westminster Abbey, and giving their
cordial approval of the wish of the 
Maine Historical society to obtain and
preserve in their archives in Portland



the original letters of the Committee
which express such a high recognition of
our fellow-citizen ––
       Although the letters asked for have
been delivered to Mr. Houghton, of Boston,
for custody, I have sent Govr Robies
and Mayor Deerings communications to
The Treasurer, Mr. Bennoch, of the Committee,
as well as those received last week from
you, from the President & Secretary of the 
Historical Society, from Hon. H. Hamlin,
and H. B. Mc. Acting Consul in Portland,
with the confidence that they will receive



most welcome attention, and be very
agreeable to these distinguished gentlemen
here, as an expression at least of the 
recognition by Longfellows fellow citizens
of Maine of the honor done him
here; and that if any farther expression
on the part of the Committee here to
Mr. Houghton, of its wish to oblige the
Maine Historical Society, may be needed,
they may aid, as they doubtless will,
in obtaining such an expression ––
    Much now depends, of course, on
the influence of the Poets family at home.
     I shall be glad to learn from you



and to communicate to Mr. Bennoch,
that it is successful for the deposit of
the letters in the care of our Society:
and for your prompt and advantageous
assistance in forwarding the recommendations
of the governor and other gentlemen who
have so cheerfully supported the interests
of our Society, like good Sons of Maine,
I beg to express, and that you will convey
to them, very sincere thanks ––
                       Your affectionate brother,
                                      Josiah Pierce

Lewis Pierce Esqu.
        Portland. Maine.


