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                                P
                  31 Craven Hill Gardens.
                 London. W. 16th Feb. 1886

My dear Aunt,
        Accept an assurance of our
sincere love & good wishes and
respect on your birthday, which
we hope may be a very happy one,
and may find you in comfort
and good health. How well I
remember your pleasant home and



yourself and Aunt Lucia in it!
I think of you now as you were
then = and suppose the house is not
much changed – Joe sent me not
long ago a photograph of his sketch
of the open door leading into the
garden, and it seemed to me just
the same as it was on summer afternoons
more than thirty years ago, and that
it could not be possible that my
son is older than I was when I



had the good fortune of going to
live with you.
     I thank you much for your
kindness to Joe, and also your
brother Alex, for his employment of
him last summer, and trust my
son has made himself agreeable to
you both, and may keep up always
the regard, respect and affection I
feel for all the Longfellow family.
    I am eagerly looking forward to
the perusal of your brother Samuel’s



memoir of your brother Henry, and
no one on this side of the Atlantic
can, for many reasons, read it with
more interest than myself.
     We have had an unpleasant 
winter here, as far as weather is
concerned, but are sheltered in a
very good house, & little Dorothy
enjoys the company of her cousin
Margaret, as we all do – With
kind remembrances to old friends,
     Ever Your affectionate  
                                 Josiah Pierce


