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Contributed to Maine Memory Network by an individual through

Maine Historical Society

MMN #28360
Date: Nov. 16, 1835

Description: Eastern Argus obituary for George W. Pierce, Esq.

From the Eastern Argus of Monday. Nov. 16. 1835

"In the midst of life, we are in death."
Melancholy, indeed, and heart-rending, is the

illustration of this solemn truth — now furnished

to us and this community, in the death of
a fellow-citizen — that we are called upon
to announce.

George W. Pierce, Esq. of this city,
died at his residence, on Cumberland Street,
yesterday morning at about 7 o'clock, after
a painful illness somewhat exceeding four
weeks duration, aged 30 years within a few
days.

We may truly say, that never has the
demise of any young man in this city,
or even elsewhere, been calculated to arouse
the sympathies of friends, and to fill
every mind with deep and impressive
regrets, more vividly than does the death
of the lamented subject of this notice.
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he has been called from life and all its

high, honorable and agreeable associations —

all of which were his — while the maturity

of age, intellectual strength, of professional

success and distinction, were just opening

in joyousness upon him; at a moment

when his own and his friends' high hopes

of his personal happiness, and great

usefulness to the public, began to be

consummated, to the full gratification of

them all; at a period, in fact, when

life had begun to assume for him all

the interest and charms that elevated

virtue, eminent talents, and the most

praiseworthy ambition could add to a

state of most agreeable private associations.
Mr. Pierce was a native of Baldwin,

in this County — He graduated at Bowdoin

College in 1825, studied the profession of

law, in part under the tuition of the
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Hon. Stephen Longfellow, and in part at the
Law School in Northampton, Mass.
He was admitted to the Bar in 1829, and

immediately thereafter commenced the practice

of Law in this city, where he continued to
reside until his death - In1833 he was
one of the Representatives of this city
in the State Legislature, where he distin-
guished himself in the estimation of all
as a debater and legislator.

In the spring of the same year, he
was appointed to the office of County —
Attorney for this (Cumberland) County —
In the fall of 1833, by the earnest per-
suasion of political friends, he consented
to vacate the office of County Attorney,
the duties of which he discharged with
entire satisfaction of the public, and to
receive a re-election to the House of Rep-
resentatives, in which body he again served
as a Representative of this city during the
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session of 1834, with an increased reputation to
himself, and with credit to his constituents.
In October last, a few days only previous

to the commencement of his confinement by
the disease which has terminated his earthly
existence, he received from the Governor and
Council, without opposition from any source
or party, and by universal approbation, as

it were, the honorable appointment of
Reporter of Decisions in the Supreme Court
of this State, then vacant.

Though eminently qualified in all the
requisites for such an office, he was not
spared to enter upon its responsible duties.
Brighter prospects of fame in a favorite
profession were never blasted by the insatiate
hand of death, in any individual instance
that has come within the range of our
observation or knowledge — And although
it is not for mortals to question the
wisdom of an inscrutable Providence,
even in a dispensation so fraught with
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both private and public calamity, it would
be affectation in any one to regard an event
so seemingly untimely as the death of such
a man, with any other feelings than those
of profound sorrow and regret, whether viewed
in its private or its public bearings -

In his profession, Mr. Pierce early
attained the rank of the most distinguished
among the young men of the Bar in this
County, and none bid fairer for the highest
honors to which the talented jurist can
aspire under our system of jurisprudence.

The readers of the Jurist and Law
Magazine of New England have often been
edified by the erudite productions of his pen,
which invariably carried plenary evidence
of the soundness of his judgment, and the
assiduity of his researches into the beauties
and deformities of the mystical though
time-honored science of Law.

As a politician, few men, in any period
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manly qualities, endeared him to every

personal acquaintance, and independent of those

feelings which are suffered to grow up more
or less among all men, to the reproach of
our better natures, from political differences
of opinion alone, we believe he could not
be said to have had an enemy in the world.

So agreeably, so justly, so honorably
had he demeaned himself towards his
fellow-men - As in private life he was
beloved, and in public life honored, so in
death is he lamented, by a wide com-
munity.

We understand that the funeral will
take place tomorrow afternoon ( Tuesday )
at 3 o'clock, at his late residence, on
Cumberland street.
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