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Feb 6. The Fultons mail has not yet come in and I am obliged
to send this letter and Mothers without getting a glimpse
at those which are awaiting me      Folly isld. Feb 4. 1864
                                             Jack     
My dear Nellie,
                        I wrote to Mother yesterday
and told her everything new, which so
far as my experience goes can be told
in a very few lines. So I shall give you
a short good for nothing letter without 
news or gossip or anything of that sort.
           I quite envied you the evening at
the Theatre Français, but may be allowed
to shrewdly suspect that Father and
Mr Alexander didnt consider the
actresses quite as "awful homely" as
you and Miss Rice thought them.
I am getting quite enthusiastic in
my french reading and have just
sent north for some more books. When
I was in New York Miss Rice asked me
to recommend some book to her and
I am happy to be able to name
"L’Homme de Neige" by George Sand.
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If she hasn’t already seen & read it
I advise her by all means to get it
at once. It is exceedingly interesting
and "moral" enough to suit the
most refined taste. I got very much
excited in reading it. The style is
delightful and the plot ingenious
and admirably elaborated.
You should read it yourself, it is
"easy" french and I think you would
have no difficulty at all with it.
     Mother writes me that the Primes
have not called upon you yet. I
am very sorry because I like the
Capt. and also his brother and
should be sorry to "drop" the acquain-
-tance as I should certainly feel
obliged to do unless they call.
You know I have a theory that I
should limit my circle of acquaintan
-ces in Society by my mothers visiting
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list. It is of course impossible to
practice without any exceptions to
that rule but I mean always to
adhere to it as strictly as possible.
By the way has Bill Egleston called?
      As soon as the weather gets
a little warmer I am going to
send home some little palmetto
trees to grow in the conservatory.
I ought to have done so last fall
but I never thought of it. We
could then have a reminiscence of
South Carolina all the time.
    Do you remember that I had a 
little rebel horse which I got at 
Hagarstown last year. I have kept
him thinking that I might send
him home for you, but the other
day was induced to sell him to
the Mayor of Chelsea Mass. He was
a little beauty and cantered with
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an airy graceful step that was
very beautiful to see. But I found
that he was to small for me to use
and it was rather difficult for 
me to keep three horses, as I am
really only allowed two, besides
I had no means of sending him 
home. I have another horse
that you can have when I get
home if you like a cantering horse.
he is a handsome fellow and
would suit you nicely.
               Looking out of my door
just now I saw the steamer passing
by on her way from [?]fork to Hilton
Head. I hope it brings me a large
mail. Good bye, give my love to
Father and Mother & to all our
friends.
                Your loving brother
                                 Jack
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