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Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society

(Coll. 2125 Box 1/3)
Date: August 1, 1815

Description: John Neal letter to sister, Rachel about Baltimore

August 15t 1815. My dear Sis. having more liesure of mind
if you can feel that distinction, than when I wrote you the
other letters that will go with this — & feeling too in much

best
better spirits than then — you may depend on my * efforts
to assure ye—may they be more successful than the
last! —— I fear you have both been alarmed
with idle reports about the yellow fever — at the
Eastward of New York it is generally credited that
not only Phil2 & that city but Baltimore is at
this moment visited by that terrible calamity —
these are groundless fabrications — in niether of the 3
cities has there yet been one case of the determined
yellow fever should it appear here my
[page torn]ar mother you must not alarm yourselves about
me — I shall not been foolish enough to brave its

sen me

terrible ravages — & you may # (on the condition of
it appearance here) [four words crossed out] dont be wickd
enough to wish for an embrace on those terms. good folks
—— no season has ever been spent so delightfully by me
as this — in the heat of the day. I have no business to
do so I just step into my counting room where
my clerk & myself have each a mattress — throw myself
on it & go to catching flies — Bamhaus sometimes joins
in this discussion — sometimes we fall asleep — get
up — shake ourselves, — take a temperate stroll some
soda water, patio, tea or an ice cream — in the
evening we spend our time invariably with a
“favored few” — females —
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— ours is now a Real yankee strut —& you

may believe me one of the most celebrated in
Town — as our house is Green, Lawson. Recd
us’d to keep Witt Ouston — my clerk — a Northerner
myself — & two or three more who if they have
not been confind in Portland are yankees in

blood and grain — I am a sort of leader —

If I but point my finger at one of the men
circumcis'd — away they go! full cry & the

poor wretch be glad to a [?] surrender

all his prejudices against the yankees & become
insignificant — like the romans — every new
Enemy is only a preclude to a new triumph— &
like them too as fast as we conquer we

strengthen our republic — by incorporating them
with as — —— a yankee instead of being us’d

for a term of reproach — as it once was — is now
so flattering a title, that we bestow only on

a few of the Marylanders who resemble a select[?]
few— now is the watch word— of which
adventure, frolic & enterprise —and

impudence — I may venture to add

— already ours is such a formidable coalition
that the whole street may unite against us —

& we should not feel the shock —
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— [?]— should be our title — our banners
are gold and azure — enabling of intellect and
goodness — splendor & mildness — the arms are
Ridicule — support'd by wit & refinement—
Reverse — morality leaning on such Independence
here Grow wreath’d with the oak & the laurel —
& young rose buds
A——— decision & energy — our motto—
— Enterprise our watch word —

John
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Miss R. W Neal
M Green Portland
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