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Dear Peirce

Washington City Sept 20 1837

I am here. comfortably located
in this little city. but so far as my
own feelings are concerned, had rather
be at home with “my wife & babies” ≠≠≠–––
Although an humble individual, I still
claim; and take a Seat among the
great men of the Nation - and Sev. them
are a few poweful men here. but after
all, on approaching them, they are nothing
but “poor fallible man”
We have been in Session now
more than two weeks and done little
else, but organize and quarrell.
The opposition are desperate
and, some of them, very vindictive,
They seem, at the threshold, to be prep=
ared to contest every thing that comes
up, however unimportant –––
This is a changing world
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and as an evidence, look at Colhoun’s
course I have no doubt Sir, he will
support the message in general. & pro=
bably in consequence we get some
strength in the House from South Carolina
& North C. which we may very much
need on political questions, I assure
you we need all our political strength
The “Conservatives” in the House are a little
disposed to kick sometimes ––
In the House, we have under
consideration, the Bill, postponing the
payment of the fourth installment of
the “Deposite act”, or as some call it
the “Distrbution Law”. It has passed
the Senate by a very large Majority, and
we, for three days , in the House, have
been hammering upon it. I think it
will pass –– ––
It looks here now very much
like lossing. Mr Rives from our ranks.
and taking Mr. Calhoun, I should
regret exceedingly, to have Mr Rives, go

off. A man of such weight of character,
sterling integrity, and firmness of purpose.
, as he has the reputation of possessing, you are
aware, will always adorn any party.
I listened to a speech of his
yesterday in the Senate, with a great
deal of pleasure, and interest, and
although, I could not subscribe to some
of his doctrines, nevertheless, I admired
his talents and address. I think
myself, he is one of the ablest men
(of his years) in the Nation.
I have, friend Peirce, to work
hard (I assure you) My District is large
and much local business, with the several
Depatment’s, which requires considerable
time, independent of legislation. I
cannot therefore, as you will perceive,
attention
bestow that ^ upon my personal friend,
which Imight desire –– I should be
happy to hear from you at any time. I

will send you Mr Calhoun’s Speech in
the Senate, on Monday, as soon as
it comes out. I understand he has finished
writing it off this Evening, and many thou=
sands will be printed. I think you
will like it in the main.
I wish you was here. it would
add vey much to my comfort, I
assure you. I often think of the many
pleasant hours & days we spent together
at Augusta, during the Session of 1835,
and how harmoniously every thing, moved
along, under our Administration in the
two Houses – Truly my friend, we must
Say, we were fortunate ––
In haste, (as you will perceive
by my writing)
your friend most sincerely
Thomas. Davee
NB. We learn yesterday and to day, that
little doubt remains, our State has gone into
the hands of the Whigs. Do write me what
it all means & what are the causes producing the change.

