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Lewiston, Me.
Dear Brother Burt;
I am a little
late this year with your birthday
letter, although I did not forget it,
only did not quite get to it, but
hope it is not too late to offer congratulations and best wishes.
I hope this will find you and all
the others in good health, as we are
all at present, though at this very
moment, Henry is at the Drs. for medicine for this aching back, and for
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something to tone him up, as he is all
run down, but he needs a month of
entire rest and change, more than
anything else. Allie has been having
a bad cold, and Maude an attack
of the grippe. I think at one time
last week they were both sick in bed.
You know Allie is choir director, and
all last year he did not miss a single
Sabbath. I think he is very much liked
in the church. Charlie Connor is
here just at present, he has been here
twice before this winter and made
short stays. I think he is quite a help
in the singing, although I have not
been able to attend church or prayer
meeting at all this winter.
Henry has been playing on the piano
and one of his selections was “The

summer land of song”, it made me
think of you and how we used to sing
it together. I received the papers you
sent with the picture of your new pastor,
and think him a nice, smart looking
man am glad for you and the church.
In a letter from Jessie Ross Emery,
which I received the other day, she sent
some chips from Lieut. Pearry’s ships
now being built at Verona. She says
it is a very strong, immense vessel, and
they expect to launch it the last of
March. I have had a letter from Coz.
Josie Sandford lately in which she
said Elliott was sick with liver and
heart trouble. I do not hear from them
very often as Josie does not write so much
as Aunt Clara used to. I find that
letter writing is more of a task to me than

it used to be, but it is mostly in getting
at it. I thought I would write you
that Grace is to announce her engagement to Linwood Story Durgin,
this coming week. She is to give a chafing-dish luncheon on Thursday in
honor of Bessie Clifford of Bath, who is
to be her guest for the day, and has
invited most all of her girl friends
for the afternoon. Her diamond is
small but very nice, a perfect one as
Col. Osgood picked it out himself in
New York this last week, for Linwood,
he thinks a great deal of him.
They will not be married for some time
yet. Julian Story, the author, and
husband of Emma Eames is a distant
cousin of Linwood’s and Judge Story
was also a relative.

2.
Linwood is a good book-worm, he
delights especially in History, and
always has from a child. He read
some great History, I don’t remember
which one, when only eight or nine
years old. Doesn’t that make you
think of Arthur? We think he is a
fine young man, and we have
known him for several years. I am
sorry that his health is not better
for he is not at all strong though he
has always been more or less of an
athlete, but a young man is so
handicapped with poor health, but
he is everything to Grace, and, of course,
that is all right. Well I have spun
out quite a long letter as I generally do
when I get started. I hope Annie is
as well as usual also Clara and Winthrop.

We enjoyed Harold’s visit home at
Christmas, though the time seemed
very short as no doubt it does to you
when Nelli and Arthur come home.
I expect Ned is doing finely, as he
always does. and will make his mark
in life. We all send love to you all.
Good Night and best wishes
Your aff. sister
Ida Winslow Skinner
Jan, 22, 1905.

