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Chincha Islands May 9th 1861
Dear Wife

We are now at the Guano Island
and I expect we shall be here for some
time, there is but few vessels here and
but very few men to get out the guano
so I think all vessels that begin to load
now will have to lay about all the lay
days, ours will be ninety three if we have
to lay them all it is some time to lay in one
place but it will pass away after a bit
I should think it is rather a healthy
place I am much obliged for the letter
I received last Mail I got one you
sent to San Francisco and two that
you sent to Callao making four since
I left California. I hope you have got
the things I left in San Francisco for
you and furthermore I hope you will
like them not with standing you scolded me a
very little you said you wanted to indulge
in a Shawl or Mantilla I will not scold if you
get both, but dont deny yourself of both for
I feel quite rich I assure you. I went in to a
little potatoe speculation I was offered a suit
of clothes before I left San Francisco for my
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part of the profits but I did not take it
and I have made enough out of it to
get myself a suit of clothes which I intend
to get if I live to get to Europe and
have enough left to get you a good Shawl
and Mantilla too I have been thinking about
getting you something for a cloak when
I get to Europe and if you will write me
what you would like I will endeavor to get it
Good evening I will finish this tomorrow
Friday morn 10th
I have no news to write that will
interest you excepting we are all well on board
and I hope this will find you and Bertha
and all the rest the same I would give all the
old and new shoes too to see you and Bertha
but I suppose it will be some time yet,
we arrived here a week ago yesterday and have
not commenced loading yet but I am in hopes
we shall begin the first of the week
You seem to be quite war like on your side
it is as quiet as can be on this and I hope
the war will be all over before I get round
Cape Horn although I have but little fears
that the Southerners will trouble us
Yours John G D
PS Charles has not arrived that I know of

