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Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society
(Coll. 2092, Box 1A/3)

Date: Jan. 16, 1864

Description: Civil War letter from Moses Greenleaf, Mississippi

Eastport Miss
Jany 16, 1865
My dear People
Yesterday was a big day for us, we
received a mail, the first one this year, and in
it for me three letters two from you of the 19th
& 23 Dec, & one from Ed, and be assured I was very
glad to hear from you once more, you cannot tell
what a relief it is to get a letter here in the
army, and how awful it is to be cut off from
all the world & know nothing that is going on — but
ly
I hope hereafter we shall get our mails regular’?
& hear from home a little oftener.
Well here we are in winter quarters at
last, or in the woods, a good place to make
winter quarters and hope to remain long enoug to
get rested & a good ready for the spring campaign
altho I am fearful we shall not be left
quiet very long as we have already been under
orders to march but did not go. I think I
wrote you from Cliffton, well we left there on
the 8™ and came up here by boat arriving on the
10" had a wet cold time, but since then the weather
has been splendid. The men have been busily
at work building quarters each squad after their
own taste and our camp looks like quite a
little village. My squad have been building today
all but two of our mess staid behind with the
teams, and did not get up till yesterday so we
have not got settled yet, but will get to
housekeeping in a day or two, and if we are
deal

let alone expect to enjoy ourselves a good A in
our new house. I am very glad to know you
are flourishing so well & have got plenty of
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hog & hominy. I hope your hog wont all be
gone when I get home for I shant know
how to live without hog & hardtack. Only seven
months more. I went down to the mustering
officer to be mustered in this afternoon, and
find I cannot be mustered till I am promoted to
PLt—they would not muster a pr & 2™ Lt but will
muster a Cap & PLe. I was a little disappointed
for I was to be aQ.M. which would suit me
much better than to go with the Co. again.
If I can get my commission within a month
so I can muster while my time is over six
months I can muster for the balance of the
time, in that case I will, if not I wont,--
unless our QM who is Brigade QM gets relieved.
I shall get the QM when I do muster, we
have had four QM’s within a month, the last
one went our for forage the day before we
left Cliffton & strayed off from the teams &
has not been seen since & was undoubtedly
killed. Yesterday three of the fifths teams
with fifteen men went out & were attacked
& the teams & nine of the men captured.
The Country is swarming with small bands
of bushwhackers. I am writing in the Adjs
tent & he wants to shut up the desk to go
to bed so I must stop. As soon as I get
into my house I shall have a chance to
write as much as I please — Good night
Remember me to all---
Yours
Moses
Direct to Eastport



