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Hallowell Feb. 1 1832
My dear brother
A long time has elapsed since
I have had the pleasure of reading a letter
from you, but you are not forgotten, no my
dear brother it is impossible that I should
even think of you, without the most tender
emotion, & nothing would give me so much
pleasure as seeing you,& your wife and dear
little children, your little Henry is quite
a boy by this time, & why is it you have
never answered my many letters, if you would
only write me a letter, & tell me plainly how
you get along as it regards the things of this
world, it would gratify me exceedingly ; & I
entreat you, you answer this soon. Father
has been quite sick with the influenzy we
were very fearful how it would turn with
him, but he is getting better, has rode out and
mother is very feeble, brother Charles has
been very attentive to them. William you
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you wonʼt know what a reformation there is
in Charles, for more than two years his habits
have been perfectly correct, father has built him
a house in the Vinton lot, & you would be
surprised to see how comfortably they live.
Father considers it in answer to prayer, & says he
has faith to believe he will still be brought
into the kingdom of Christ, for which we must
pray fervently, he is the only one out of the
covenant, of fatherʼs family. I have been enabled
to profess my faith in Christ, the first sabbath
of the present year. I feel a great desire
to live agreeable to my covenant obligations
& hope I shall grow in grace, but I find my
heart very wicked, & that I am prone to evil
but I think I can say that Christ is pre-cious to me, he is just such a saviour as
we need, he knows all our wants, pities our
complaints, it sometimes afford me pleasure
to think of meeting you in heaven, should we
never meet on earth, which I think is doubt-ful, the path to heaven is a straight & a narrow
one, but if we are only in that path we shall
surely reach there ––.

I have named my oldest for you, William
e
Sewall, have taken off the Burl^y, since the
birth of my little girl, which I call Lydia
Burley for Mr Gardners mother, she is about
fifteen months. I have an excellent husband
always kind & affectionate. Father is much
troubled about you, because you do not write
is fearful you are embarrassed in your cir-cumstances, how did you make it with
your slaves, Is Mr Beecher situated in
[paper torn] town you live in, I shall be [stained]
[paper torn] ing for a letter it is your duty to
w[stained]
up & to write Charles, my best love to
Eliza, & kiss the little shildren for me
Abby, family well; Cousin Latham is at
Savannah this winter for his health, wishes
to get a settlement South on account of his
health.
Yours in haste
S S Gardner

Mr. William Sewall
Jacksonville,
Illinois ––

[upside down]
Mrs S. S. Gardi[page torn]
1.st Feb.ry. 1832

