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Boston July 16. 1832
Monday forenoon
My dear Father,
I arrived on Friday evening
last, the day but one after I left your house
and spent Saturday forenoon at the State
House examining the old rolls of the Revolutionary
army- As the public offices were not open
in the afternoon I was under the neccesity of
postponing the finishing of the examination
until this morning –– I have been up again
and finished and have just now returned
from the State House to my lodgings ––
I found a full roll of Capt. Calvin Curtisʼ
company in Jacobʼs Regiment, and your name
correctly spelled borne on it as Lieut, from
January 1, 1778 to January 1, 1779 and of this I
have got an official certificate from the Secry.
of State. –– I found a full roll of the Brig
Freedom commanded by John Clouston
in the service of the State of Massachusetts Bay
and your name correctly spelled borne on it
as a private seaman from June 18. 1776 to
January 1.1777, and of this I have got an
official certificate from the Secretary of State –
There is no Roll of Sargentʼs Regiments for 1776.
but I found an old Roll of Keithʼs Company up to

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by the Maine Historical Society
(Coll. 28 Fl. PR1)
Date: July 16, 1832
Description: Letter from Albion K. Parris to his father, Samuel.

the 11. Aug. 1775. – I have taken no certificate from the
Secretary as to this Roll, as it shews only a part
of your service in 1775, but I have copied the
names borne on the roll and shall probably
be much assisted by it in prosecuting my
inquiries after witnesses in North Bridgewater,
Rehoboth &c – The officers, noncommissioned officers
were James Keith, of Easton, Capt. Jonathan Drown
Rehoboth, Lieut. David Thomas Middleboroʼ Ensign
John White, Raynham, Daniel Perry, Rehoboth,
Joshua Wood, Middleboroʼ and Peter Briggs, Rehoboth
Sergeants –– Samuel Turner, Rehoboth, Samuel
Parris, Halifax, Percy Churchill, Middleboro and
Noah Brown, Attleboroʼ – Corporals – James
Glading, Rehoboth, Drummer, and 34 privates
the names of all which I have before me
and will give you when I come home ~
It will be strange if I cannot find some
of them. ––
I have also copied, and shall take with
me a copy of the Roll of the Brig Freedom.~
This, I trust, will also be of service in enabling
me to inquire for, and to find witnesses ––
The Roll contains the names of 76 privates, besides
the officers –– The officers are , John Clouston, Capt
James Scott, 1 Lieut – Timothy Toby 2. Lieut. –
David Bowers, Master - John Wilson, Masterʼs
Mate - Nathaniel Briggs - Boatswain - Robert
Thompson, Boatswainʼs Mate - Job Winslow Steward
John Brown, Gunner - Robert Smallpeace, Gunnerʼs
Mate - William Walker - Carpenter - George Winslow
Carpenterʼs Mate - Daniel Parker, Surgeon - Nathl

Cook, Surgeonʼs Mate – Nathaniel Fisher - Quarter
Master – Thomas Stillwell – Pilot – David Hill,
Cook – Darius Briggs – Drummer – Nehemiah
Doane, Quarter Master – Amasa Knapp - Boy
and 76 privates – – There were so many
of you that I am afraid, if I find one, he
may not be able to recollect you in particular
but I shall do all I can – The Secretaryʼs
certificate –
^ may, perhaps, be sufficient, even if no
more proof can be obtained, but I had
rather have more, if I can find it –
I examined the Rolls of the Republic, John
Foster Williams, Commander, but cannot find
the name of Bearce on
it - there is the name
of Gideon Bowers, which
I suspect was a mistake for Bearce, as there
is no other Gideon on the Roll – Gideon Bowers
is entered as having service from Aug. 7. to
Nov. 18. 1776 – There is no other Roll of Capt. Williamʼs
except this on file – The vessel must have been
much longer in service, and perhaps Mr. Bearce
was in her on some other cruise – but there
is no roll of any other cruise on file –
I think of nothing more of any importance to
write – I shall leave here this afternoon for
North Bridgewater, Swanzey &c and hope to be
able to return home by the last of the week.
Your affectionate son
A. K. Parris

Samuel Parris, Esqr.
Hebron
Maine

