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[end of letter]
P.S. and sending a piece of poetry that 
is pretty. We don’t think much of
the drafter army. [insignia] Especially the
hard times the [insignia] people tell 
about.
 B.
   Dec. 23, 1917
Dear Folks:
        We received a 
big bunch of mail
Friday and yesterday.
We received three letters from
you in all. One written
the 4th of Nov. and two
written the 18th of Nov. It
is the first mail we have 
received since Dec. 5. We
were surly glad to get it.
Was glad to hear that you
are all feeling well.
  We have received two 
of the boxes that you sent



I think I wrote you and
thanked you for them. The
other two have not showed
up yet. Sumner sent me
a nice box which came
yesterday. I also received 
a box from my friend 
in Caribou. So I am
pretty well fixed for 
a while. All the fellows
in the room got some
boxes yesterday. We will
probably all be sick
from eating so much.
There are six fellows
staying in this room now.
They are Dole, Barker, Hall,
Trundy, Lambert and my
self. Trundy + Lambert 



are  new fel lows.  That  is ,
they were t ransferred to
the band which we were
in Westf ie ld .  They are
nice fel lows and we al l
get  a long f ine to-gether.
We are  f inal ly  set t led
in our  new bi l le t .  I t  i s
a  nice clean place and
we have a  s tove which 
burns coal .  I t  i s  warm
all  the t ime.
  We have been promised
another  dinner  Chris tmas
similar  to  the one
Thanksgiving.  So we wil l
Have an enjoyable  xmas 
af ter  a l l .
  I t  i s  qui te  cold here
Now but  not  much



snow. Just enough to
make the struts slippery.
We can’t play on the
struts now because they
are so slippery.
  You asked about “Hap”
in your letter. He left us
in Westfield the day 
before we left. He was
transferred to the Aviation
corps. We miss him all
the time and wish he was
with us.
  Gas masks were issued
this week. We have to 
wear our steel helmets
and carry one mask
with us at all formation.
I am going to write [Sum]-
to-day so you had better
call him up and get what
news I didn’t put in this.
 Love to all, Bill


