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                              Baton Rouge La Jan 15th 1863
To our folks   
                                                                     as         
           As it is a stormy day and ^ I
      have nothing to do will try and write
a few lines and explain about that
box that I sent by Lieut Pilsbury as
he wishes me to so you will under-
stand how the mistake was made.
it was all marked plain when
he sent it but was opened at
the city as they allow one box
to pass until it is inspected to see
what it contains to prevent soldiers
from stealing private property
such as jewelry and the things
were not put back as they were
before and the box that you got
Lieut Pilsbury did not know what
there was in it did not intend
to send it but when he packed
the box we were under marching
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taking care of and that
they are not opened as there
is nothing in them that would 
interest any one and I have
sent some more by Hight
that you will put whith them.
I sent them home to get rid
of luging them and if I should
ever get home should like to
keep them and if not they are
of no use to any one and will
be destroyed. I went and had
my picture taken yesterday but
did not have time to write
a word as the Lieut went off
as soon as I got back you
will see by that that I am
looking saveage. I intended
to have had it taken under
arms but did not have a chance
I did not intend to write
a letter and have not but have
scratch more than I ment to 
so goodbye  Melville I Milliken

orders and it was done in a
hurry you must thought that
I was in small business robing
the hospital but that was a
mistake of Pilsbury in sending
that box at all the box that
his wife could not open in mine
and is easely opened by pushing
the bunch down that the key
hole is in and if she could
get it open she would see at
once that it was mine but
it is of no use to explain
further as I think you will
get it before you get this
Lieut Hight will know about
it if the mistake is not 
found out before he gets
there. There is not much in
the box of any account, there is 
two brushes a knife and some
other trash, and a lot of old
letters that you will see to


