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Description:  Letter from Hiram Wilson to Elizabeth Mountfort about her donation of 
money and clothing to his mission in Canada.

   Hopedale Dawn Mills
    Nov 29th 1848
Elizabeth Mountfort

Dear Sister:
          I am somewhat in 
fault for a little delay about answering 
your very interesting and cheering letter 
of Oct 1st but without stopping to frame 
an apology I would proceed at once to 
cheer the hearts of your sisterhood of charity 
as also your own by saying that the Box
you forwarded for the “Canada Mifsion” was 
duly received and its contents which were very 
acceptable have been disposed of according to 
the benevolent design of your society you have 
in return for your kindnefs & liberality our 
sincere thanks with the afsurance that you 
have not labored in vain nor spent your 
strength for nought.  I was sorry to learn that 
there were so few in the enlightened & refi ned city of 
Portland to feel an interest in the welfare of the 
slave and the fugitive but let me say for your 
encouragement that the worthy example of your 
little circle shines the brighten by reason of the 
pro-slavery infl uence which surrounds you
   Flouting smoothely upon the tide of popular favor 
is but a poor test of moral virtue.



 To be faithful and active in welldoing in ordering 
circumstances in the midst of degeneracy and 
corruption evinces some degree of rectitude 
and moral courage but in the midst of ob-
loquy and adverse and depressing infl uences 
to stand erect for the honor of God & the great 
cause of bleeding humanity is noble beyond 
all human praise and can only be rewarded 
by the welcoming plaudit of the King Eternal
Well done than good and faithful servant 
Enter than into the joy of thy Lord.
   The money you sent was more than suf-
fi cient to meet the expenses of transportation
of the Box of goods  I know not that I have any-
thing to communicate that words particularly
interest your society  We have about 40 scholars
at present in our schools in Dawn & the 
number is daily increasing  Our Sabbath school 
numbers are about 60 who manifest a communicable
zeal in the study of than Sabbath day lefsons.
I had the pleasure of clothing from head to foot
a fugitive, but 2 or 3 days since, who was lately 
from the house of Bondage  He was one of six
or 8 who were at Oberlin in August when I 
was on my way home from the East
Another a very active minded promising young
man more recently from slavery is sitting at
my elbow studying in monosyllables with all
dilligence while I am writing



He is happy as a lark having just begun to
taste the joys of freedom upon these northern 
shores.  It would do you good to hear him sing
So merrily while about his work & to see him
apply his mind so vigorously to the acquisition 
of useful knowledge.  May God bless him.  May God bless him.  
  I am sorry my native country is to be 
disgraced by the reign of another slave-
holder.  Please tender my sincere thanks
to your society and believe me your & the 

Slaves sincere & faithful friend
   Hiram Wilson


