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At Home, 17 Febr’y 1860
My Dear Somers,
Some of the family have written you,
I think, since the receipt of yours of the
2d to me. You intimate a desire to
change your school. I think it better for
you to remain to the end of the year.
You have just got the hang of the school.
You have improved I think considerably and
if you apply yourself well for the remainder
of the year you may be so well prepared
that in many things you can become your
own teacher & be fit to commence
some business. With the close of this session
you will have passed through the most
unpleasant part of the year – and
for the rest West Chester with its surroundings
will appear very pleasant – My preference
at the outset was for the Williston Academy
but as you are at West Chester I think you
ought to give it a fair trial –
I would also prefer that you should
spend the vacation there –– It will cost
may be something more to go to Portland
than the board –– and it is a long way
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to go. Should there be a change – the
term at Easthampton commences
on the 18 April – which would give
three weeks vacation – But a change
would involve, new books – and
to be classed you might be advanced
in some things and put back in
others – The expenses on the whole
are I think, perhaps, some less at
Easthampton & the buildings and
appliances superior. But still unless
something more should turn up
our present opinion is you had better
remain where you are till next
October –– and then I hardly
know what to propose – but I have this
idea and will express it here –
I do not think it desirable that
you should go through the usual
College Course – for my impressions
are against either of what are termed
the learned professions for you. Judging
from my own experience and observation
the majority of college graduates fail

of success in life – and fail in health.
I rather favor for you some active pur
suit, such as trade, or commerce –
but in this your own inclinations
should be consulted, at least so soon
as you can speak with certainty
of having any inclinations. If this
should be your future occupation, then,
my opinion is that at the end of
this year’s schooling, you should obtain a situation in some good
mercantile establishment, where you
would have plenty to do & go to
work – Such a place is a school
where you would be every day practicing
writing, arithmetic, the uses of the
English Language, Geography &c –
and making yourself an expert in
them; while you would also be acquiring business habits of activity,
decision and systems. – Besides it is very
mature to begin to learn business early.
After a year or so as clerk you might

then, may be, spend some time in
some good Mercantile College to
fit you for the higher duties of
business –
If this course should be taken, to be decided on before or by next October,
then your mother’s wish is that you
should reside at home, and I would
get a good situation for you in Mobile.
I should not object to your going on
voyage with Sam, or Merrill, next
fall –– your mother might, & if
so that should determine even
if there was a good opportunity.
Again the family is large – the
girls must be educated & I do not
see how I can keep you at
school after this year – I hope, therefore,
you will apply yourself hard and
make the most of your time. I
make these suggestions for you to think
off – Write me on receipt of this ––
& we will then determine where you
shall spend the vacation – Affectionately
Your father K.B.S.
Somers Sewall.

