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Lesson 8.3
YE OLDEN TIMES AND NEW

Objectives: Students will identify how the Industrial Revolution changed the nature of
Lewiston and Maine as a whole by analyzing an illustration that compares Lewiston in
1795 to Lewiston in 1895. They will then predict changes that may happen in the future
by drawing a picture of their own town now and 100 years from now.

Materials:
• Sheet 8.3: Copies of Ye Olden Times and New student worksheet
• Doc 8.3: Copies of drawing entitled "Ye Olden Times and New" from front page of

Lewiston Evening Journal, July 4, 1895
• Drawing paper
• Markers, colored pencils, crayons, rulers, and other drawing supplies

Timing: 2-3 class periods

Background Reading:
• Chapter Eight

Procedure:

1. Review with students what the main elements of the Industrial Revolution were in
Maine. Keep a list on the board of all the items students mention (i.e. transportation
via railroad, factory employment, working women and children, immigration,
commercialization of agriculture).

2. Introduce the drawing to students. On the 4th of July in 1895, Lewiston held its
centennial celebration. It was 100 years since the town had been incorporated back in
1795. This drawing appeared in the Lewiston Evening Journal, depicting all the
changes Lewiston had gone through in those 100 years. Hand the drawing out to
students. Also put it on the overhead, so they can see it more clearly.

3. Let students examine the drawing, either on their own or in pairs. Have them fill out
their worksheets as they examine it.

4. Collect student worksheets when they are finished. Bring the class back together to
debrief. Ask students questions like the following:

• Did you find any surprises while you were examining the drawing? Anything you
didn't expect to have been around in 1895? Or that you thought was already around
by 1795?

• Were there any parts of the drawing you didn't understand?
• Was there anything that you think should have appeared in the drawing but did not?

How accurate is the drawing at representing the two time periods, based on what you
know?
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• Which parts of the drawing are only particular to Lewiston? Which might apply to
other Maine communities?

• How would your community have looked in 1795? 1895?

5. Assign students the following: they need to do the same kind of drawing for their town,
in which they compare what their town or city looks like now to how they think it
might look in the future. What do they expect will change? What will stay the same?
How will technology be different? Transportation? Will the economy have changed at
all? The environment? Tell students to plan their drawing before they begin it. Have
them try to base their predictions about the future in reality. Based on present day
trends in technology and transportation, for example, what do you think might
change?

6. Give students at least one day in class to work on their drawing. Allow them time at
home as well. When they have finished, hang their drawings in the classroom.

Evaluation: Grade students based on thoughtfulness, artistic quality, and accuracy of
their present-day representation. Students may include their drawing in their Unit
Three Portfolio, if they choose.

Follow-up Activities:
• Have students compare their own community 100 years ago with the present day in a

drawing. They will have to do a small bit of research on their town's local history in
order to be accurate about the businesses, technologies, etc. they include.

• Ask students: Is the recent "Information Revolution" created by the Internet at all
similar to the Industrial Revolution? Hold a class discussion on this topic.
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Alignment with Learning Results:

Grade Level: 9th-dipl.
Content Area: Social Studies: HISTORY
Standard: Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns
Students understand major eras, major enduring themes, and historic influences in United
States and world history, including the roots of democratic philosophy, ideals, and
institutions in the world.
Descriptors E1a, b: Explain that history includes the study of the past based on the
examination of a variety of primary and secondary sources and how history can help one
better understand and make informed decisions about the present and future. Analyze and
critique major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, consequences,
and people in the history of the United States and world and the implications for the present
and future.

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Content Area: Social Studies: APPLICATIONS
Standard: Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, select, and present a position on a current social studies issue by
proposing and revising research questions, and locating and selecting information from
multiple and varied sources.

Descriptor A1c: Locate and access relevant information that includes multiple
perspectives from varied sources.
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Sheet 8.3
Name:                                                                                        Date:                            

YE OLDEN TIMES AND NEW
STUDENT WORKSHEET

After studying the drawing "Ye Olden Times and New" from the July 4, 1895 issue of the
Lewiston Evening Journal, answer the following questions. Use complete sentences.

1. According to the artist, how has transportation changed since "the olden times"?

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

2. How has Lisbon Street changed?                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

3. What changes in technology have been made?                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

4. How has social life changed, according to the artist?                                                          
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5. How has work in the mills or factories changed? How can you tell?                                 

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

6. What is the "mood" of 1895? How can you tell?                                                               

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

7. Does the artist prefer the past or the present? Or neither? How can you tell?                  

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                

8. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest, judge how historically accurate this
drawing is. Explain why you made the judgment you did. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Doc 8.3

Image courtesy of the Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono.
Reprinted with permission.


