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Lesson 3.3
THE 1726 CASCO BAY TREATY CONFERENCE

Objectives: Students will act out the Casco Bay Treaty Conference in order to
understand the opposing points of view behind the treaty. Students will evaluate the
fairness of the conference as represented in the transcript.

Materials:
• Doc 3.3(a) or (b): Conference with the Eastern Indians, (same as Doc. 3.1D(a) or (b))
• Blank overhead or chalkboard for class notes

Timing: Two class periods

Background Reading: Chapter Three, Section Four

Procedure:

1. Every student should receive a copy of the excerpt of the Conference proceedings. Set
the scene of the conference for the class:
• It is 1726. About 15 English colonists have sailed up to Casco Bay from Boston, and

about 40 Penobscot Indians have come down by canoe from the Penobscot River area
to discuss peace.

• Dummer's War has been raging for about four years, and both sides are tired of
fighting. Wabanaki military forces are almost exhausted; many Indians have fled north
to Canada.

• Last year, a treaty was drawn up and signed by some Wabanakis, but not all of them
were present. This year, the Penobscots have the difficult task of representing every
tribe in Maine, many of which have been almost depleted by disease and war.

• The interpreters are English colonists who speak Penobscot.

2. Before reading the excerpt out loud, ask the class: what problems do you think might
come up in this situation? Make a list on the board of possible problems each side will
encounter.

3. Split the class up into two sides: English and Penobscot Indian. Read the excerpt out
loud, having students alternate within their groups so everyone gets to read a part. Stop
frequently to answer questions and to clarify the content of the excerpt. Use either the
original text (Doc. 3.3(a)), which is more challenging, or the modified version (Doc.
3.3(b)), for an easier read.

4. After the class has finished reading the excerpt out loud, discuss the major concern of
the Conference: the removal of the two trading houses at Richmond and St. Georges. Ask
questions like the following:
• What did the Indians want? What was the English response? Did they come to a

compromise?
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• Why did the Indians concede?
• Why were the English so concerned with the presence of the Norridgewocks?
• What did the Committee for Claims prove to the Indians about the land claims?
• How did the English and the Indians agree that future disputes would be settled?
• Did peace truly last until the end of the world after this treaty? Why not? What could

both sides have done differently to prevent more war?

4. For homework, have students write a response to that final question: what could each
side have done differently to prevent more war?

Evaluation: Collect student responses, and evaluate based on thoughtfulness and basic
understanding of the Treaty Conference.

Follow up activities:
• Read the Casco Bay Treaty (the Submission of the Eastern Indians, doc. 3.1C) and

Loron's Sagouarrab's Explanation (doc. 3.1A) and organize a debate around the
justness and effectiveness of this particular peace process.

• Compare the conflict between the Wabanaki Indians and the English to a current
world conflict, such as the troubles in Israel, or the turmoil in the Middle East. What
disagreements are similar? What are different? What do you think it would take to
bring peace to some of these contemporary places, based on what you've learned
about this historical conflict in Maine?

Alignment with Learning Results:

Grade Level: 6th-8th 
Content Area: Social Studies: HISTORY
Standard: Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns
Students understand major eras, majoring enduring themes, and historic influences in the
history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world.

Descriptor E1b: Analyze and critique major historical eras, major enduring themes,
turning points, events, consequences, and people in the history of the United States and
world and the implications for the present and the future.

Grade Level: 6th-8th   
Content Area: Social Studies: APPLICATIONS
Standard: Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, select, and present a position on a current social studies issue by
proposing and revising research questions, and locating and selecting information from
multiple and varied sources.

Descriptor A1c: Locate and access relevant information that includes multiple
perspectives from varied sources.
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Doc. 3.3(a)

The Conference
WITH THE EASTERN INDIANS, AT THE RATIFICATION OF THE PEACE, HELD AT

FALMOUTH IN CASCO-BAY, IN JULY AND AUGUST, 1726
(Excerpt)

Falmouth, In Casco-Bay, July 16, 1726

His Honour WILLIAM DUMMER Esq; Lieut. Governour and Commander in Chief,
in and over His Majesty's Province of the Massachusetts-Bay in New-England, with a
Quorum of His Majesty's Council of said Province, Arrived here this Day, A Number of
the Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, and others, attending the Lieut.
Governour, to receive the Ratification of the late Treaty of Peace from the Eastern
Indians.

Lieutenant Governor William Dummer: I Am very glad to see you here, You are all
Welcome to Casco.

Indians: We come to wait on the Governour to know when it will be his Pleasure that we
should see him again, in order for the Treaty. The Business requires haste, and the
Governour has been here a long time waiting; we want to have the Business over, that so
we might get home again: All the Indians that are expected at the Ratification are now
Arrived.

Lt. Gov.: We will be ready at Three a Clock for the Treaty, in case you are ready, and it
will suit you. . . .

Indians: It is the desire of our Ancient Men that the Governor would give Orders that all
the Vessels in the Harbor, and Taverns on the Shore, may be restrained from Selling our
Young Men any Strong Liquor, which may prevent Mischief.

Lt. Gov.: We approve very much of that, and shall give Orders accordingly. . . . How
many Indians are there in the whole.

Indians: About Forty.

Lt. Gov.: You shall be supplied with Provisions needful for you.

[That afternoon]

Lt. Gov.: Interpreters, you are now to Acquaint the Indians, that you have been Sworn
well and truly and faithfully to Interpret in the Negotiation now depending. . . . We are
ready to Ratify the Articles of the Treaty on Our Part, and we suppose you are also
ready to Ratify the same on your Part, and that's what we have to say now.
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Loron. Speaker.: The Lt. Governor has mentioned the same thing that we are come for,
The Treaty we had the last Winter so far as it was then finished, There are none but the
Penobscot Tribe here at present, Others that we expected are not here at this Place. . . .
We sent Messengers to the other Tribes, and acquainted them of the time the Governor
Appointed to meet, but being so soon, they are not yet come; we sent to the Canada
Tribes to come over to the Treaty . . . but they have not come; they have sent a Letter,
and two Wampum Belts, one to the Governor, and one to the Penobscot Tribe.

Lt. Gov.: Who do you mean by the Canada Indians.

Loron: We mean the Norridgewocks, St. Francis, and Wawenock Indians. . . . As to the
first Motions of Peace when we heard of it from the Governour we were very glad of it,
and were ready to join in the Peace, and made Proposals in order to effect it, and
particularly about the Lands, and the English quitting the two Houses, viz. Richmond and
St. George's, . . . not that the Houses should be removed at a great distance, but that the
House at St. George's should be removed to Pemaquid, and that at Richmond to
Arrowsick, for the Trading-Houses; . . . it was further mentioned in the Treaty, that if
any of the Tribes should rise or break up what was therein Agreed on, or lift up the
Hatchet, we shall all join in Suppressing them, and so we now agree. We have nothing
further to offer now.

Lt. Gov.: To Morrow is the Lord's Day, upon which we do no Business. On Monday we
will give you an Answer to what you have said; and we will Order the same Signal when
we are ready as we did to Day.

Monday August, 1st. 1726.
Present as Before.

Lt. Gov.: What we have now to say is in Writing, I will give it the Secretary, who will
read it to you, and you may have time to consider and give your Answer to it.

GENTLEMEN,
Before we proceed it is necessary that you give us a true and full Account

why the Norridgewock Indians are not here. . . . As to the Two Houses you
except against, you may Remember you were told at Boston, that King GEORGE
had a Right to build Houses where he pleased within his Dominions, and we have
not built any Houses on Lands in the Eastern Parts but what we have Purchased,
and are ready to prove the Title, and that the Houses mentioned were not kept for
Offence after the Ratification, but as they were most Conveniently Scituated . . .
for Supplying the Indians, which we then concluded you had rested satisfied with
. . . This is all we have to say to you at Present, if you desire it, it shall all be
repeated to you over again.

Indians: We desire time to consider of what has been said, and we will make an Answer.

Tuesday, August, 2d. 1726.
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Present as before.

Lt. Gov.: I Am ready to hear what you have to say.

Loron: We will now give our Answer to what was said Yesterday. And first give the
Reason why the Norridgewock Tribe is not here, we shall be very Plain, and tell the Truth
and nothing but the Truth why they are not here. . . . We sent a Messenger over to the
Norridgewocks, St. Francis, and Wowenocks, for them to come over here to the Treaty,
to hear what was said, . . . and the . . . Norridgewock Indians told the Penobscots, to go
on, and what ever they did was all one as if they were Present . . . .

Now we proceed to make Answer to the Second Part of Yesterdays Discourse. Every
thing of the Treaty is very plain to us, and there is nothing in the way excepting the Two
Houses; in case they could be removed a little further in, as we mentioned Yesterday. The
Governour was mentioning that he would Settle no Lands, but what good Rights & Titles
might be set forth to; . . . we have a Number of Young People growing up who never were
Acquainted of the Lands being Sold, The Government is a Great and Rich Government,
and if the Lands were Sold, they were Sold for a small matter, and Cost but little, and it
would be but a small matter for the Government to make Allowance for them, and give
them up.

Lt. Gov.: What do you mean by making Allowance for the Lands.

Loron: We desire that no Houses or Settlement may be made to the Eastward of
Pemaquid, or above Arrowsick, As for the Penobscot Tribe in particular, we don't know
that ever they Sold any Lands, That's all we have to say.

Wednesday, August 3d, 1726.
Present as Before.

Lt. Gov.: We have Considered your Motion, That we would remove those two Houses
on Kennebeck and St. George's Rivers a little further in, to which we Answer, That those
Houses are on Lands Purchased by His Majesty's Subjects, which we are ready . . . to
make evident to you . . . by producing fair Deeds under the Hands of the Sachems of
those Countrys for the same. . . .

And now as you have assured us, that you very well know all the Articles of the
Peace which was made at Boston, and that you are ready to come hither to Ratify them,
so we are also ready to receive the said Ratification, and now expect that it shall be done
accordingly. We have no more to say. . . .

[That afternoon]

Loron: We have been tho'tful of, and Consulted what was said to Day and now will give
Answer to it. . . . We insist upon the removal of those two Houses which was mentioned
last Winter, we again make mention of them now, and if they were removed there would
be no difficulty among the Tribes. We can't find any Record in our Memory, nor in the
Memory of Our Grand-Fathers that the Penobscot Tribe have sold any Land, As to the
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Deeds mentioned last Winter, made by Medoccewanda and Sheepscot John they were not
Penobscot Indians. . . . If we could find in reality that the Lands were Purchased of the
right Owners, we should not have insisted upon it, nor have opened our Mouths, we
would not pretend to tell a Lye about it, for we know that God will be angry with the
Man that tells a Lye. . . .

Lt. Gov.: The Committee for Claims are here, ready in the Presence of all the
Governments here Assembled to set forth the Titles of the English to the Lands in the
Eastern Parts of this Government.

Then the Committee made a Beginning to show the Deeds of the Sagamores to
the Lands about St. George's River, and after some time spent therein, the Indians
desired to refer the further Proceedings of that matter to some other time, when
they would take an Opportunity to consider it.

Thursday, August 4th, 1726.
Present as Before.

Lt. Gov.: You have been with the Committee this Morning, and I trust they have given
you Satisfaction concerning the Lands in Dispute, and may be assured that you shall
always have equal Justice with His Majesty's English Subjects in all Points, when ever
any Difficulty shall arise concerning the Property of Lands or any other Matters. . . .

Loron: We have been tho'tful of what has been said to us this Morning respecting the
Lands; . . . now we think we shall go beyond and further than ordinary to effect a good
Understanding, As to the House at St. Georges, which lies at our Door as it were, we
submit that it shall be a Truck-House, and that no other Houses be built there or
thereabouts. . . . We are in hopes, Brothers, that what we have offered is to your
Acceptance, This is all we have to say now.

Lt. Gov.: I shall then put you in mind of what I told you just now respecting the Settling
the Lands at St. George's River, and that is, that you shall have equal Justice in all Point
with the Subject of His Majesty King GEORGE; . . . we don't expect a Peace to last on
any other footing than that of Justice.

Indians: We are very well pleased with what is said.

Lt. Gov.: . . . We hope this will be a better and more lasting Peace, than ever was made
yet, and that it will last to the End of the World.

Indians: We hope it will and rejoice at it.

[The Articles of the Treaty were then read to the Indians, and both sides ratified them.]

From The Collections of the Maine Historical Society, Series 1, Vol. III. Portland: Maine Historical
Society. ©1853.  p.377-393.
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Doc. 3.3(b)

The Conference
WITH THE EASTERN INDIANS, AT THE RATIFICATION OF THE PEACE, HELD AT

FALMOUTH IN CASCO-BAY, IN JULY AND AUGUST, 1726
(Modified version for easier reading)

Falmouth, In Casco-Bay, July 16, 1726

Lieutenant Governor William Dummer, of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, arrived at
Casco Bay accompanied by members of His Majesty's Council of Massachusetts, as well
as by members of the House of Representatives and others.

Lt. Gov. William Dummer: I am glad to see you here. Welcome to Casco.

Indians: We would like to know when we should see the governor again, in order to
discuss the treaty. We should like to conclude the business quickly. The governor has
been waiting a long time, and we also would like to get home again. All the Indians that we
expect to be here have now arrived.

Lt. Gov.: We will be ready at three o'clock, if it suits you.

Indians: Our Elders would like the governor to prohibit the ships in the harbor and the
taverns onshore from selling any strong liquor to our young men, in order to prevent any
mischief.

Lt. Gov.: We approve of that, and will give orders accordingly. How many Indians are
there, all told?

Indians: About forty.

Lt. Gov.: We will supply you with provisions.

[That afternoon]

Lt. Gov.: Interpreters, please tell the Indians that you have sworn to interpret our
negotiations truly and faithfully. . . . We are ready to ratify the articles of the treaty, and
we suppose you are also ready.

Loron, Speaker: The Lt. Governor has mentioned ratifying the treaty, which we made a
draft of last winter. Only the Penobscot Tribe is here now. The others we expected are
not here. We sent messengers to the other tribes, and told them when we were to meet
you, but because it was so soon, they are not yet here. We asked the Canada Tribes to
come, but they have not. They have sent a letter, and two wampum belts, one for the
governor, and one for the Penobscot Tribe.

Lt. Gov.: Who do you mean by the Canada Indians?
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Loron: We mean the Norridgewocks, St. Francis, and Wawenock Indians. . . . When we
heard of the first motions of peace, we were very glad, and were ready to make peace. We
made proposals in order to bring it about, particularly about the lands, and the English
leaving the two houses at Richmond and St. George's. We would like the house at St.
George's to be moved to Pemaquid, and the one at Richmond to Arrowsick. It was also
mentioned in the treaty that if any of the tribes should break the treaty or lift up the
hatchet, we would all join in suppressing them, and to this we now agree.

Lt. Gov.: Tomorrow is Sunday and we will do no business. On Monday, we will answer
what you have said.

Monday, August 1. 1726.
The same parties present as before.

Lt. Gov.: We have written down what we have to say. I will give it to the secretary, who
will read it to you. You may have time to consider it and then give your answer.

Gentlemen,
Before we proceed, we need to know why the Norridgewock Indians are not here.

As far as the two houses you take exception to, you may remember that you were
told in Boston that King George has a right to build houses wherever he pleases
within his lands. We have only built houses on lands we have purchased, and we can
prove the title of those lands. Those houses are not kept there for offensive purposes,
but because they are in the best location for supplying the Indians.

That is all we have to say. If you like, we shall repeat it for you.

Indians: We would like time to consider what you have said, and then we will answer.

Tuesday, August 2nd, 1726.
The same parties present as before.

Lt. Gov.: I am ready to hear what you have to say.

Loron: We will give our answer to what was said yesterday. First, we will tell you why
the Norridgewock Tribe is not here. We shall be very plain, and tell the truth and nothing
but the truth. We sent a messenger to the Norridgewocks, St. Francis, and Wawenocks to
invite them to this meeting. The Norridgewock Indians told the Penobscots to go to the
meeting and to act as representatives for the Norridgewock Tribe.

Now we will address the second part of our discussion yesterday. Everything in the
treaty is very clear, there is nothing in the way except for the two houses. We would like
them to be moved further in, as we said yesterday. The governor mentioned he would
only settle lands he had the titles to . . . We have many young people who were never
told of lands being sold. The government is large and rich. If the lands were sold, they
were sold cheaply and they cost little. It would be a small matter for the government to
make allowance for them and give them up.
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Lt. Gov.: What do you mean by making allowance for the lands?

Loron: We do not want any houses or settlements to be built east of Pemaquid or above
Arrowsick. We don't know that the Penobscot Tribe ever sold any lands. That's all we
have to say.

Wednesday, August 3rd, 1726.
Present as before.

Lt. Gov.: We have considered your request for us to move those two houses on
Kennebeck and St. George's Rivers a little further in. Those houses are on land fairly
purchased by the king's subjects, which we can prove to you. We can show you the legal
deeds, signed by the sakoms of those areas.

You have told us that you understand all the terms of the peace treaty agreed to in
Boston, and that you are ready to ratify them. We are also ready to receive your
ratification. We have no more to say.

[That afternoon]

Loron: We have consulted with each other and considered what you spoke of this
morning, and now we will answer it. We insist that you remove those two houses that we
spoke of last winter. We mention them again now. If they were removed, there would be
no difficulty among the Tribes. We can't find any record in our memory, nor in the
memory of our grandfathers, of the Penobscot Tribe selling any land. Medoccewanda and
Sheepscot John, who made the deeds you mentioned last winter, were not Penobscot
Indians. We would not insist on this, nor would we have opened our mouths, if we could
find evidence that the lands were purchased from the right owners. We would not lie
about it, because we know that God will be angry with the man who tells a lie.

Lt. Gov.: The Committee for Claims are here, ready to show us all the English titles to the
lands in the Eastern parts of this government.

Then the Committee began to show the deeds to the lands surrounding St.
George's River. After some time, the Indians asked to continue the proceedings
another time, so they could consider the evidence.

Thursday, August 4th, 1726.
Present as before.

Lt. Gov.: You have been with the Committee this morning, and I trust they have satisfied
you concerning the land in dispute. You may be assured that you will always have equal
justice with the English, whenever any difficulty concerning property or anything else
should arise.

Loron: We have considered what the Committee told us this morning about the lands.
Now we think we will extend ourselves further to bring about a good understanding
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between us. The house at St. Georges, which lies at our door, we will agree to make a
trading house, on the condition that no other houses may be built there or near there. We
are hopeful, Brothers, that you will accept our offer. That is all we have to say now.

Lt. Gov.: I will then remind you of what I just told you about settling the lands at St.
George's River. You will have equal justice with the English subjects of King George. We
don't expect peace to last on any other footing than that of justice.

Indians: We are very well pleased with what you say.

Lt. Gov.: We hope this will be a better and more lasting peace than any other yet made,
and that it will last until the end of the world.

Indians: We hope so, too, and will rejoice at it.

[The terms of the treaty were then read to the Indians, and both sides ratified them.]


