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Lesson 11.3
INFLUENCE HISTORY: EDIT A NEWSPAPER

Objective: Students will learn to judge the importance of current events and to estimate
their future impact on history by editing their own newspapers and comparing their
editorial decisions with those of their classmates.

Materials:
• Sheet 11.3A: Influence History: Edit a Newspaper student assignment sheet
• Sheet 11.3B: Influence History: Edit a Newspaper self-evaluation form
• Doc 11.3A: Front page of the Bangor Daily News, City edition, September 14, 1954.
• Doc 11.3B: Front page of the Bangor Daily News, Hancock County edition,

September 14, 1954.
• Doc 11.3C: Front page of the Bangor Daily News, Washington County edition from

September 14, 1954.
• Doc 11.3D: Front page of the Portland Press Herald from September 14, 1954.
• Finding Katahdin Textbook [front pages of Bangor Daily News and Portland Press

Herald, as printed in Chapter Eleven]
• Copies of four or five different current newspapers from the same day. Suggestions

are the Bangor Daily News, the Portland Press Herald, the Boston Globe, the
Kennebec Journal, and the New York Times.

• Continued subscription or student access to newspapers for a month (Some
newspapers may give out free issues of their papers to students, especially if you can
wait a day to get them. Also, try asking local stores for yesterday's papers.)

• Large pieces of newsprint or construction paper
• Gluesticks, markers, scissors, rulers

Timing: 4-6 weeks

Background Reading: Chapter Eleven

Procedure:

1. Discuss with students the role that newspapers play in shaping history. By presenting
the events of the day to the public, newspaper editors influence history. They must
choose which events are printed as banner headlines, which articles make the front
page and which are relegated to the inside pages, and which articles do not get printed
at all. Their decisions influence what their readers learn about the world. Review the
front pages printed in Chapter Eleven of the textbook. What events made banner
headlines? What events did not? Why?

2. Show students the four different front pages from September 14, 1954. First compare
the Washington and Hancock County editions of the BDN. The Washington County
edition, which probably came out first, reports Governor Cross is ahead in a close
contest with his challenger, Edmund Muskie. The Hancock County edition, printed
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later that evening, reports that Governor Cross was beaten by Muskie. The City
edition ran the same headline as the Hancock edition, but a different set of
photographs and a revised article underneath the banner headline. Ask students to
come up with the differences on their own. Use questions like the following:

• What differences do you notice between the three front pages of the BDN, printed on
the same day?

• Why do you think the banner headlines are different?
• Why do you think different photographs were chosen for the City edition?
• Why was the article that accompanied the headline rewritten three times?
• How is the banner headline worded on the Portland Press Herald's front page?
• What does the way the headline is written say about the newspaper? (Cross Beaten

by Muskie, rather than Muskie Upsets Cross)
• What other differences do you notice about these front pages?
• If you had been the editor of these newspapers, would you have made any decisions

differently?

3. Now, look at the front pages of the four or five different current newspapers. Ask
students questions like the following:

• What headlines did each paper print?
• What emerges as the most important story on each paper? Are they the same?

Different?
• What stories are printed below the fold? Do these differ according to each paper?
• From the choices the newspaper editors made, can you tell what the paper's

readership is like? Are they politically conservative? Liberal? Moderate? Are they
interested in world events, or mostly local events? Are they well educated?

• What is the political orientation of the newspaper? Conservative? Liberal? Neutral?
How can you tell?

• Are there stories from these front pages that you think might go down in history?
Why?

• How do the decisions of the newspaper editors affect history?

4. Break students up into four or five newspaper editorial boards. Tell students they will
have an opportunity to tell their own version of history by making the same kinds of
decisions that newspaper editors have to make. For a month, students will read the
daily newspaper, and will clip articles that they feel to be important. They will meet
in their editorial groups once or twice a week, sort through the articles that the
members of their group have clipped, and decide on which ones to include in their
collection. At the end of the month, each group should have ten to twenty articles and
headlines they have chosen as being the most important events of that month: the
events that will go down in history. See student assignment sheet for more details.

5. When each editorial board's newspaper is complete, have students present their papers
to the class. Compare each group's newspaper to the others. Did some events stand
out as being clearly the most important events of the month? Were others subject to
debate? Why did each board make the decisions they did? How did the interests of
individual editors influence which events were included in the newspaper?
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Evaluation: Give students both an individual and a group grade. Present students with a
rubric when you assign the project. Students should be graded on their own daily
reading of the newspaper, the consistency with which they clipped articles, and their
participation in the group. Groups should be graded according to the quality of their
newspaper and presentation. Average the two grades together for a final grade.
Students may include the project in their portfolio, if they choose.

Follow-up Activities:
• Do this newspaper project at the beginning of the year, and then return to it at the end

of the year. Have student perspectives changed? Do they still believe the same stories
are as important as they were eight months ago?

• Select a given topic in Maine history, and have students create their own front pages
that summarize that topic. They should use the library's newspaper index and
microfilm to find information on their topic.

• Have students research a specific day in Maine history, as covered by the
newspapers (their birthday, for example).

Alignment with the Learning Results:

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Content Area: Social Studies: APPLICATIONS
Standard: Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, select, and present a position on a current social studies issue by
proposing and revising research questions, and locating and selecting information from
multiple and varied sources.

Descriptor A1f: Evaluate and verify the credibility of the information found in print
and non-print sources.

Grade Level: 6th-8th
Content Area: Social Studies: HISTORY
Standard: Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns
Students understand major eras, majoring enduring themes, and historic influences in the
history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world.

Descriptor E1d: Analyze interpretations of historical events that are based on
different perspectives and evidence.
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Sheet 11.3A
Name:                                                                                      Date:                            

Group Members:                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                      Project Due Date:                              

INFLUENCE HISTORY: BE A NEWSPAPER EDITOR
ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Newspaper editors have important jobs. They make decisions about which headlines are
put on the front page and which stories are printed. Their decisions influence which
stories are remembered by the people that read them.

In this project, you will act as a newspaper editor, making many of the same kinds of
decisions. Follow the directions below with your group to create an issue of your own
newspaper that reports on recent events.

Directions:

1. During the first meeting of your editorial board, choose roles. You should have one of
each of the following:

a. General News Editor: Decides which news stories will appear in the paper.
b. Sports Editor: Decides which sports stories will appear in the paper.
c. Arts and Lifestyles Editor: Decides which arts and lifestyles features will
    appear in the paper.
d. Business Editor: Decides which business stories will appear in the paper.
e. Science and Technology Editor: Decides which science and technology stories
    will appear in the paper.

2. Each person in your group should read a daily newspaper, looking for important
articles in his or her section of the paper. Clip the articles you consider to be most
important or interesting, and bring them in for your group to discuss. Each member of the
group should clip at least two articles per week.

3. Your group will meet ____ times a week for ____ minutes. During these meetings, each
member of the group will be expected to present and discuss the clips he or she brought
in, arguing why they should appear in your group's final newspapers. Your group
members should express their opinions about the importance of the clips.

4. After ____ weeks, you will select the articles and headlines that will appear in your
newspaper. Include no less than ten and no more than twenty articles in your newspaper.
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Together, plan the layout of your newspaper, deciding which headline should appear as
the banner headline of the month, which articles should appear on the front page and
where on the front page they should go, and which articles should appear inside the
paper. Remember that the stories you consider to be the most important should appear as
prominent headlines on the front page, while those you consider the least important
should go inside the paper.

5. After you have planned out where each article will go, paste the articles with their
headlines on the pages of your newspaper. Be neat--your newspaper should look good!

6. Choose a member of your group to present your newspaper to the class. Be prepared
to defend your editorial decisions.

7. Have fun!
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Sheet 11.3B
Name:                                                                                                    Date:                          

INFLUENCE HISTORY: EDIT A NEWSPAPER
SELF-EVALUATION

Individual Grade:

Task Points Possible Points Given

I read my section of the newspaper daily. 10
I brought in at least two clippings per week. 10
I participated fully in group discussions. 10
I made careful judgments about which articles to 

include in the final paper. 10
I listened carefully to my fellow group members. 10

Total Individual Points: 50

Group Grade:

My group met ____ times a week for ____ minutes.   5
Our group discussions were respectful and everyone

had a chance to speak.   5
We produced a well-planned, well-presented final paper. 30
We presented the paper to the class and defended the

editorial decisions we made well. 10

Total Group Points: 50
                                                                                                                                                
Total Points: 100

Comments:

Teacher Evaluation:

Individual Grade:                     

Group Grade:                         

Comments:
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Doc 11.3A
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Image courtesy of the Bangor Daily News
Doc 11.3B

Image courtesy of the Bangor Daily News
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Doc 11.3C
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Doc 11.3D
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Image courtesy of the Portland Press Herald. Reprinted with permission of the Portland Newspapers of
Portland, Maine. Reproduction does not imply endorsement.


