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Date: Nov. 27, 1864
Description: Lizzie Howard on wedding of former slaves

                 Leeds, Me., Nov. 27th, 1864
Dearest
  I cannot remember the date of my last
letter, but I know it has been some time
since I wrote you – two weeks or more.
I will begin back as far as Julia’s Wedding 
which took place last Monday evening.
I trust she has got an honest, industrious
husband. She engaged two rooms, and
as she and the children are well clothed
for the Winter. I do not see why they may
not get on very well for the Winter. I
gave her two bed steads, bedding she had
used, table, chairs, tub &c, and from the
time she came to me up to the time
she went away I paid out one hundred
dollars in money besides sewing for
them and giving garments partly worn.
I dont feel that I did too much, but
only kept them confortable while with
me and did not let them leave me

[written on side and across top]
[missing]he is crying so I cannot write. Grace has him while I try to finish this.
Mother seems quite
well now. She went
to Lewiston the day
we came out here
She went to Farmington
and did not get the
letter I wrote her
but read I wrote to
Portland Thanksgiving
day and told her we
were coming the next
day. One horse was all
at the Depot and Mr
Lothrop let us have
his horse and sent
it back the next
morning when A man
went for the four
trunks. Good by I
am in he midst 
of a small rebellion. May
God prosper the living and take care of you both
with love Liz[page torn]



without fixing them up as well as I could
for the Winter. I found it best not
to let them have too much at a time
for neither of them – the Mother or children
knew how to take care of their things
properly. I dont regret having had them this
length of time but I would not like
to go through the same again, and as
                                           wont
Aunt Caddy said I hope I wouldn^ have
any “returned missionary on my hands”
Julia was married at our house by Rev.
Mr. McKenzie. Mr. Bosworths family, Guy,
Grace, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Partridge and
George Stinson (The Capt and his mother
could not come out in the rain) were
present at the ceremony, and Julia had
four of her friends come into the Parlor
with her & Mr. Brown. The Bride &
Bridegroom came in first followed by the
other two couple. They returned to the
dining room after the ceremony was
over where the table of refreshments
was all ready for them. I went out



soon after and cut the ice cream
and Guy took it into the Parlor to my
friend. Grace taking and passing around
    then I returned to the Parlor leaving the Wedding Party 
to enjoy themselves
     she left that night leaving the children till the next 
night.
the basket of cake ^ I have just been telling
Mother about the Wedding and what a good
funny time we had. Am now here we
are at Mother’s. I regreted somewhat
leaving Augusta and all the good people,
but know I shall enjoy being with Mother
very much. I feel that we both have
very good friends in Augusta. I certainly
am very much attached to the people there.
                          gave
Mrs. Blaine made ^ a very pretty party just
before I came away. they have a new
Piano, and it being something new for them
as they never had one before – it was
a musical entertainment – some very fine
singers and musicians present. Mr Bosworth
invited me to go with him – his wife was not
well enough to go. Mr & Mrs. Gilbreth were
there and took me home for which I was
very much obliged as it had snowed
during the evening. I was invited over to the



Arsenal with the children to spend Thanks-
giving day, but I did not accept as I should
have had to make a very short,hurried visit.
Julia came back to do the ironing Tuesday and 
to cook Wednesday. and then I did not have
her after that. We had a feast of a sermon
in the morning from Mr. Mc Kenzie I will
send you a copy when published as I presume
it will be. Mrs. Jackson stayed till I came
away – We came together on our journey as far
as Brunswick. I sent Aunt Mary a jar of pickles of
my own make. she will think it quite a present.
I received the ten “bonds” you sent, and Guy
and I settled all bills before leaving. I did
not have money enough as you had
invested this last in Bonds. so I sold
or go had a 5/20 bond ($500.00) converted
into money. I left three hundred dollars
on deposit. I have not taken all the money Uncle Edward
collected and have there one hundred sixty seven dollars.
I dont know as you care to know about my
financies, but you might. Guy and Grace finished
                       this
their letter last^ evening – the letters they commenced          
two weeks ago. Morning. I left my letters last
evening, and will now finish. I dont know
what I wrote morning for a few lines above
for it is three o’clock in the afternoon. Rowland
came down today and will return this
evening. I will send these letters by him.
Charles is almost [torn] – cold, getting teeth
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