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Description: Andrew H. Nickerson letter to his grandparents

                                        Fort Meigs  Washington  

                  Fort Meigs  Washington D C Sept. 22

     Dear Grand-Parents
I think if I recollect 
aright I promised to write you when I left home.
I now take the opportunity to do so.  I will first 
tell you how we are situated, how we are, and how
our Fort is about 15 rods from the line of the
District of Columbia, in Maryland on an eminence
where we can see the Capitol and many other pleasant
sights.  Our fare is not very good but is full
as good as can be expected.
I like it better than I expected.  I never have seen
a moment that I have been sorry.  I feel proud



to occupy the position of a Soldier, if I were
a soldier I would enlist forthwith.
Alfred and Parish, John and Ruel.  I think if they
were out of the service you would not 
catch them here again, but John  has reason to be homesick
he is sick in the hospital away from parents 
and even where we are not permitted to see him
only three miles distant.  I see him the last of 
any of the boys, that was day before yesterday 
he appeared then to be considerable better the
Surgeon says he will be able to be with us before long.
The rest of the boys are all well and prospering.
I will tell you how near we come to being engages
in this last Battle which you will probably
hear the happy result before this reaches you.
Two weeks ago last Saturday we were ordered
from head quarters to march, our destination was
the battle field.  The Michigan Regt. which was encamped
with us received the same orders.  they were engaged 
in the same battle and lost 60 men killed 
and a proportionate number wounded.
The reason we did not go, our Colonel, as soon 
as we received the orders, went immediately and 
by his exertion got the order countermanded. 
We were rather lucky I suppose.  But we most 
of us was already to go.  We shall probably have
the privilege before long.



Before we come home we are going to see the Stars
and Stripes wave over Richmond and many 
other Southern Cities.  Our Army has gained one
great victory which will be followed up
until this question is settled.
time will not permit me to write longer
therefore I must close.
I hope in one year we shall all be permitted
to once more meet our New England homes.

       From your Grand-son
                                       Most Respectfully

                                 Andrew H. Nickerson
Sam’l Eames


