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Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society
MMN # 97592

Date: Oct. 10, 1863
Description: Pvt. John Sheahan to mother on one year in army

Camp Stoneman DC
Oct 10" 1863

My Dear Mother

Over a year has passed
since | left my home in good old maine
during that time I have never written you
a letter tho many times I have thought that
I would of course you have heard from me
every few days from the time I left home
My years soldier life has been crowded with
events of great importance to my future life
but Dear Mother | know you will be proud
when I tell you that I have obeyed your last
request “be a good boy” I am naturally weak
and no doubt should have given up to some
of the temptations to which I have been exposed
as a soldier had it not been for your
kind advice and that of my Dear Charlotte who
has since I left you died, oh she was a
dear good girl and knew how to advise me
an inexperienced boy such as I really was
when [ first met her at East Machias
Father strange to say never liked her but
he little knows how much my now
being a steady and sober young man insted
of a gay drinking boy depended upon
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