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Date: September 29, 1862
Description: Pvt. John Sheahan of Co. K of the 1st Maine Cavalry wrote to 
his parents in Dennysville about a month after his enlistment.

[Illustration]      [Illustration]

For the Union          Maine
C. Magnus 12 Frankfort St N.Y. 
         Washington Sep 29/62
  My Dear father and Mother
           I have just received
your letter and I was very
glad to hear from you
the money just come in
time for I was all out
and it is a good thing to 
have some money in case
of sickness but there is 
no fear of my being sick
I weigh 156 pounds, and
am in good spirits the
weather is fine and as
the boys say everything



is jovial and the goose
hangs high.
         We have made a
slight move we have left
the barracks and gone
into tents about a half
mile from the city and I
am glad of it for the
barracks were full of 
lice we are having good
times here now we only
drill about 3 hours a day
and the rest we loaf
how long it will be this
way I cannot tell I have
been to see the boys in
the 18th twice all that I
enlisted wish they were
in the cavalry with me
Cape was tickled to see
me when I went up
first they dont like



to lug the knapsack.
  we are encamped in a
walnut grove it is a
splendid place for a
camp if we stay here
long the nuts will be
ripe and then we shall
have large times. when
did you hear from Bill
where is he I shall write
to him tomorrow I would 
go see him but I do not
know where he is. I
got a long letter from 
Miss Hill, she is going to
send me a paper every
day week she closes by
saying now John if there
is anything you want
any time let me know
it and I will send it
O she is a friend



worth having a dear,
dear friend she has sent
me three papers already
it is supper time and
I must close for a 
while Since I wrote the
above I have had supper
and breakfast, I bought
Six cents worth of sausage
last night and this morning I
had it fried for breakfast
we are having just such
weather here now as we 
have in july at home
I am going to send home
the papers Miss Hill sends
me and I want them kept 
good. this pen is horrid poor
  dont give up the 100 dollars
bounty for the man that gave
it to me said he would
run the risk of Dennysville
claiming me so dont give it
up now mind what I tell
you if they write to you


