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                                                       Belfast July 27th

Genl King
Dr Sir,

On my return from Boston I found opposition had 
been busy; singular insinuations had been extensively circulated,
new  & unheard of objections had been started, all sorts of fears & 
predjudices 
had been appealed to ? & all this was done by silent & secret 
operation.  Among many of our friends I discovered an indifference
not to say apathy & stupor – I saw a wavering & murmuring in our 
ranks; & our best friends were begining to dispair.  We detected
the dark motions of opposition; & at once discovering the nature of
the danger & the remedy, we resolved to apply ourselves with
spirit to rectify the tone of public sentiment.  We contended
with the same weapons our antagonists used.  By explanation to some
& declamation to others a few active & persevering individuals
have produced a result in this & the neighbouring towns altogether 
more favorable than could reasonably have been anticipated.
About here a great deal of hay was exposed, a tempest of rain threat-
ened about the time of opening our meetings, by which in some
places the majorities have been lessened one half.
 When, Sir, you consider you consider that in this Town
the opposition were headed by men of talents of standing, two gentlemen
who have holden seats in Congress – an High-Sheriff & officers under the
State Authority – two or three Land Agents for non-resident Proprietors



with good salaries – when you reflect that the spirit of parly has been 
carried here to its utmost violence, you & evry other friend of our Inde-
pendence will be disposed to think highly of our exertions, & place
Belfast among the most deserving of our towns.

“We have met the enemy, & they are ours.”
Yours with much respect,

Alfred Johnson Jr.

A List of Votes 
                              Pro       Con  

Belfast 145 26 Thomastown 120 79
Belmont 81 2 Camden 97 46
Northport 29 14 Palermo 102 6
Prospect 80 4 Waldoboro 24 280
Unity 98 5 Freedom 106 0
Knox 35 1 Lincolnville 38 54
Searsmont 24 6 Ellsworth 14 30
Bangor 89 17 Orland 0 48
Hampden 38 5 Surry 4 38
Frankfort 67 7 Union 80 19
Swanville 25 7 Hope 33 19
Montville 144 1* St. George 32 18
Jackson 24 0 Bucksport 8 93
Montville Plantation 20 2 Orrington 25 39
Thorndike 35 0 Brewer 37 18

Castine 43 35
* This was Artemas Messenger – a staunch republican; but one of Col. Thatcherʼs deputies.



P.S.  I have studiously avoided making an pledges as to the cheapness of a new 
gov-
ernment.  The standing abroad of a slate will depend much upon the salary of
the Gov. & Judges.  Let them be honorable, & much as to command the ambitions
of the best men now & hereafter.  If the expenses are to be abridged let 
it be done by diminishing the number of offices; many are useless, & 
some may be united together.

I am sorry to say that Col. Lee of Bucksport declined taking 
any active measures in favor of separation, notwithstanding
           the County Committee
he was put on ^ by me at his own consent.  Of course Bucksport & 
the other towns confided to his care have not done so well for us as 
might have been expected from proper exertions.  Any information
that I may oblain [sic] touching this subject that may be useful to 
communicate to you, you may expect from me.  I have 
enlisted so actively in it myself that I feel a very strong
interest in the future success of the project; & shall con
tinue my exertions, small indeed as my influence may be, to
make it popular, prosperous, respectable, & glorious.

Yours 
       A.J.
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112

N.B. The votes I have taken from verbal reports: so they may be found not pre-
cisely correct in all cases.  Many if not all the towns I send you may have
heard from before this reaches you; but you will excuse my troubling you with
them, ʻtho  ̓no news is sent – I have put Union down as reported. 
but am inclined to think that the reverse must be the truth, if the numbers are 
correct.


