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Date: June 26, 1862
Description: Martha Usher Osgood wrote to “Annie” from Litchfield, 
where she was visiting. She discussed books she had read, music, and 
family and friends.

                              Litchfield June 26th 1862.
Dear Annie,
                    I have been so very busy since
your last two letters came that I could not
write. You will see by the date of this that I
am afloat, on a visit to my Osgood relatives.
   We had heaps of company the fortnight before
I left home, and when Nat came for me, I
sent him home alone, because there were friends with
is us that I wished to see more of. Jennie and
Nathan took me up to Bridgeton last Friday,
and remained there till F Sunday. Tuesday
Nat and I came here, where we have been very
quiet thro’ the storm. I have been sewing, reading
and dreaming. On my way here, I bought a book
to present to Father Osgood. “Thoughts on Jesus
of Nazareth” by W.H. Furness, and have been so
fascinated by it that I could scarcely lay it
down N till I had read to the last cover.



I have also been very much delighted with an
article in the June Atlantic on the
“Author of Charles Auchester.”  Mrs
Fields made her acquaintance when she was in
England and told me of her. If the article was
not announced as Miss Prescott’s, I should believe
the Fields wrote it. There are a many little
allusions in it that recall mr Mrs Field’s
talk with me. They must have furnished Miss
P. with some of the facts. And this reminds
me to ask you to buy “Counterparts” and “Almost
a Heroine” for me, in pamphlet, uniform with
Charles Auchester, which I have. I wish to get
them bound in one volume, after reading them.
Will you also purchase for me a little fancy box,
large enough to hold “Carte Visites” (I think I may
have bungled the french, but trust you will gather
my wish) if you can get one for 50 or 75 cents.
I think I will not pay more because I may choose
to get a book instead. I have thought of a satin
wood box with a flower on the lid, like what I have
long ago seen, but you may get anything that is
not ugly – perhaps a pretty paper box, if you



do not find the satin wood. I think that
is all the shopping I will ask you to do for 
me. We will probably return to Bridgeton
Saturday where I will only remain for a few days
and get home I think by Wednesday.
   Bep and I attended a very fine concert
in Portland two or three weeks ago. Susini -
Brignoli, Arnodio and Gotschalk - Ah - it was
splendid and inspiring. A large and apprecia-
tive, or at least enthusiastic audience.
Gotschalk is very wonderful. Bess said he was
almost as wonderful as Ole Bull.
Mr Jewell spent Sunday at Hollis on his return
from a fishing excursion to Umbagog Lake.
Nathan and Nat were there. He sang with
Jennie, went to drive with us in the big wagon on
the plains and seemed very genial and happy.
He did not seem to know if Sue would come 
down. Said she was so used to being taken care
of she didn’t like to go where he could not come
every night. He thought she might come, however.
I shall be much disappointed if she does not.
She is in Concord now for a short visit.



I was much interested in your boarding and
moving experiences, hope to see you very soon and
hear your adventures in full. To make all plain
to you, I will remind you that I owed you 33 cents
for the Immortelle flowers (and they were well worth
it) and for a little picture of Gen Scott.
You did not enclose the newspaper slip you sad
said you would, but it is of no consequence. I rather
any time hear of good than bad people.
Am sorry you anticipate the necessity of finding
another boarding place, if you could only get just
the right one. I think some pleasant home
must be waiting for you. We have not a very
good girl but perhaps she will do. It would
be delightful to have an efficient cook which would
leave us in a measure free to enjoy our friends.
Maria Bradbury and Lily Nichols spent the
day at Hollis recently – Maria asked for you and
so did Mr. Jewell. Come and see my flowers.
One thing I am thankful for and that is Jennie’s
increasing strength. I see a great advance
upon a year ago. Company does not exhaust her
nearly as much. I trust you will hear Mr.
Milliken sing while you are with us – as he says
he intends to come occasionally. Come and see 
my flowers and we will read “Almost a Heroine.
I have written two long letters before this and
hope to accomplish some others in these few days
of lazy leisure. Very truly your friend Mattie Osgood.


