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Date: April 24, 1848
Description: Letter to Sarah Tarbox from brother Franklin

  Kents Hill April 24, 1848
Sarah,
 I received yours, of the 13th, and 
perused its contents with pleasure. I was pleas-
ed to recieve intelegences frome home and
vicinity. This scroll is to be a sociel one. 
you wished for me to write you concerning 
my health. I pend in my former letter, that 
my cold was better; and have a slight cold 
as yet; and intend to send for the Medicine 
that you refered to in you letter. My leg 
is perfactly sound, and have not been affli-
cted with pain since I left. For this I can 
never be to joyful, and express to much 
love and thankfulness, to my grate and holy 
Maker. You stated that we had a young 
board of officers, to rule the town. “ I should 
think as much.”  Whose choice was it?  there 
is but one, and that is Hartly, the rest are 
sly and underminded and do not know 
what they are in office for. But however, 
they will not have much influence upon 
the business of the bridge; for there are two to 
one in favor of the roads, and also the 
bridge:  so they that are opposed to the roads
and bridge being built, to convene the inha-
bitents of Westport and vicinity, have but one



and that is Greenleaf, and he would have no
more influence, on the minds of the people, 
than a child (and in fact if the three were 
against it they would have no influence)
  I was much disapointed to hear, that Brown 
was so afflicted with lameness. For a young 
man commencing life, meet with such
disapointments, will change thier whole future 
life: for he was gaining in busness. (Sad):
but it is the hand of God, and we must
expect to have adversity and affliction, while 
passing down the stream of life. I succeede 
in my studies very well indeed. I have
commenced Book Keeping; succeede nicely.
I study single entry, for Mr Rice sed that 
there was but one case in a hundred, that 
keeps books by double entry; and he does 
not understand it correctly. And he also 
states that if you do not practice in keeping 
books by double entry, you will soon forget 
its principles. There has been some disaren-
gement with respect to my papers. I recie-
ved one since I arrived; and have received
none for three weeks. If you will please 
to inform Father, and ascertain what 
the trouble is. For there is some letters in 
them, I wish to peruse; they are extracts 
from Palmer’s travels in Europe. I wrote 
Andrew and also Daniel last week,



and write Capt Auld this. Now the time arrives 
that I must close my remarks, for the present. 
Give my love to Parents, and to all other 
members of the family._  Now and ever I 
remain your
  Affectionate Brother
   B. Franklin Tarbox
N.B. I shall close this scroll in a new stile.


