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Date: September 7, 1851
Description: Letter to Sarah Tarbox from brother Valentine

  Orland Sept 7 /51

Dear Sister
  It has been a long time 
since I wrote you last. To day is Sunday 
and I thought I would pen you off a few 
lines. It is warm enough here to melt Salamanders 
to day  I believe it is hotter than it has been 
this year. I came here about a week ago from 
Ellsworth. Keith & me are together yet 
we occupy the Down - House in this
place. It was the only place that we 
could git that was suitable. Orland is 
a pretty little vilage situated on the 
eastern branch of the Penobscot river about 
4 mils” from its mouth.  Its principle business 
is ship building and milling business. We have 
had a pretty good business here so far and 
I think it has not stopped yet. I hear a 
rap -------  A gentleman came in just now 
and wanted his picture taken.  he said



he could not come in any other 
time: he was so buisey so I went to 
work and took him a picture  I was 
about 15 minnits about it and 
charged him $1.25 so I made $1.00 out 
of him in about 15 minnits  Good,
I have not got much news to write 
this time Sarah but I will say it is 
hot enough here in this house  I am 
sweating confoundly. Sarah I must 
confess that I am real ignorant 
of the news of the day. It happens most 
always in my boarding house that they 
do not take any Political papers. so I 
wish you would send me one (a late one) 
every week. I would take one but I 
change my place so often that it would 
be rather inconvenient to receive them
 Give my love to all
  From your Friend
 & brother
   Valentine

I will send you one of our new bills 
That we have for this place _______


