
For Educational Use Only     www.MaineMemory.net   Copyright 2012

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Westport Island Historical 
Society
MMN # 80287
Date: May 22, 1839
Description: This is a compound letter from Elizabeth B. Gorham to Sarah 
Tarbox about Mrs. Field’s illness, the continuation of Elizabeth’s music 
training and a steamboat trip to Boston.

Lewiston    May 22nd 1839

Ma chere ami
  It was with extreme pleasure 
I received your kind and interesting letter; 
you may rely upon it, my Dear Miss Tarbox,
that I have not forgotten you, though I 
thought you had me; for if I mistake 
not, you promised to write me first, 
and I thought if I wrote you, it would 
not be acceptable; but however I 
hope we shall be more punctual , in 
future, for there is nothing I desire more
than to hear from you often.
 Mrs Fields has not written me 
since I left there, but I have heard 
that she has been quite sick, several 
times, so that her life has been despaired 
of;  I am afraid she will not live to keep



school much longer.   I have not 
been to school this past winter, for I did 
not arrive at home, till it was partly 
finished.   I have been attending to music 
altogether.  I have got so I can play great deal 
better than I could when I returned home. 
My piano is a beautiful sounding one, and 
much handsomer than either of Mrs Fields

I expect to attend school at Waterville 
this summer.  I shall there have the advantage 
of learning both vocal and instrumental studies 
besides other studies.  I shall go in about a
week.  O Dear me what writing, I really ( ?)  
of it, but I know you will excuse my Dear friend. 
I expect company this afternoon, therefore  I shall 
have to hurry myself, to get this letter done;
but as I sit by an open window, I have to look 
out every few moments to see what is going on 
out of doors.   Give my love to Miss 
Hodgdon and tell her I should be happy 
to receive a letter from her.  Give my 
best respects to your family, and receive a great
share of love yourself.   Write soon is the
last wish of your Ever Affectionate Friend
   Elizabeth B. Gorham



P S  Do come and make me a visit. I expected 
you all last winter but was greatly disappointed 
much obliged for that calico  I have got me 
a new shally dress. I got it and had it cut in 
Boston. I forgot to tell you that I have 
ben to Boston but I shall have to tell 
you about that next time I write.
    till then adieu
     E.B.G.

[Addressed]

Lewiston  May 31 1839  Paid  10

Miss Sarah P. Tarbox
  Westport
   Maine



My Dear Miss Tarbox
  As I found I could not send my letter 
to day, I thought I would sit down and fill it, this 
morning.  I have just got up, and it is most half 
past six, so you perceive I do not arise as early as we 
did at Mrs Fields; but suspect it would be more 
for my health if I did arise earlier; but it is too 
hard work to get out of bed.
  I will now give you as good a 
description of Boston as I can!  we started from here 
one Monday morning, arrived in Portland, about four 
o’clock in the afternoon, went on board the steamboat about 
seven it was a delightful night, and the boat was 
crowded  so full that there was hardly room to turn 
around.  there were very few sick on board. We 
arrived in Boston about six in the morning,
proceeded to a hotel, and took breakfast; we then 
hired a hack and driver, and went to view 
the curiosities of the place.  firstly we went into the 
Navy yard, and into a battle ship, the Columbus.
Secondly we went to Bunker hill, thirdly into the 
State Prisons, fourthly to the Glass House, then 
went and got some dinner.   In the afternoon 
we went about five miles out of town, to Mount 
Auburn,  that is certainly a most splendid place. 
when you go to Boston, I advise you to go there. 

[along side]

there was all the places we went to that day, 
but one morning we went up into the State 
house.   I believe my paper is full 
and I shall have to stop –
write soon  --   E.B.G.
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