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Date: 1869
Description: George L. Beal wrote to George F. Shepley about the apparent 
reluctance of President U.S. Grant to remove political appointees from 
patronage positions and appoint his own people.

                      Dep’t of Maine, G. A. R.,
                             Office of the Grand Commander
                                       Norway,  Me.,  April 18th 1869.
My dear General
                             Governor Chamberlain has
got the impression from Peters  Stale
and others that the President refuses
to make any removals. I think all
of that is because those gentlemen want
it so as their friends and promises that
they have made cannot be fulfilled conse
quently commission must win out. 
       Last nights papers tell the story, as
soon as those gentlemen come home appoint 
ments are made and removals are made
without much trouble and such men as
Talbot get the honor.  There is no
earthly reason why Dean[?] should not be removed



and all that is wanted is for Mr Fessen-
den to have it done.      I have left
this matter in his hands from the first
expecting him to let me know when to
put my papers in and he has given
me to understand from the beginning that
the removal would be made as soon as
the way was clear.     I shall not
be satisfied until I know that this
      matter
whole ^ of the Soldiers interest in Maine
has been layed before the President in
its proper light.  Our delegation lay
this whole thing to Grant but I cannot
think that Grant after what we have
done for him is to allow his true
friends to be sacrificed and his ad-
ministration be made the servants of the
Maine delegation and pay up by rewarding



                             Dep’t of Maine, G. A. R.,
                                     Office of the Grand Commander,
                                                Norway, Maine,…….1868

these Judicial tricksters who have sold
out themselves and constituence for a
federal office and it does seem surprising
to me that Grant has no friends to [?]
him but he is allowed to go along
headstrong digging his political grave with
the politicians laughing in their sleeves at
the stupidity of the whole thing.
      I do feel much anxiety about this
thing and if we cannot do anything under
Grants administration we are ruined and turn
ourselves over to the enemy and must not
expect ever to be recognized as soldiers
        I hope you will be able to go on
next week and be sure and lay this
entire thing before him as it is



the kind of soldiers that have been
rewarded thus far and what success
we meet with those of us who did not
sell out and then if he still
insists upon the delegation running the
machine he must take the responsibility
himself.        Some of my friends
meant me to take the Adj. General of 
                          want
the State    I dont ^ it if I get the other
should then be no prospect of my getting
the Surveyor I shall be obliged to take
        General
the Adj ^ or leave the State.
      Please let me hear from you before
you go so as to keep posted of your
movements.
                       Yours Truly
                               Beal
to
   Gen G.F. Shepley
                 Portland


