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Date: 1864
Description: Mary O. Davis wrote to George F. Shepley seeking his 
intervention to have her son, Pvt. Horace O. Davis of “Baker’s Cavalry” 
(the 1st Maine Cavalry) discharged.

                              Portland. Oct. 12th 1864
To Gen. Geo. F. Shepley.
                                   My Dear Sir:
                                                         I have ven-
tured to address you respecting my son Horace O.
Davis, a soldier in Baker’s Cavalry, lately sick in
                                                           at
hospital at Hampton, and who is now ^ home
on a twenty days furlough which expires the
15th inst.
                  I went to Hampton and returned
with him. You may remember that while there
I held a conversation with you in reference
to his case –– I had no opportunity to state
to you the grounds on which I thought he
merited a discharge from service.
           He enlisted as a musician, with an
express agreement on the part of his comman-
ding officer, Captain Benson, who is now in



Savannah prison that he should serve in that
capacity & in that capacity alone.
               He was left behind at Philadelphia
when the regiment went South, by reason of
his illness, and remained there five weeks.
         On rejoining his regiment he found
that the place which he expected, and
which had been promised him, was occupied
by another. He has served when not in
hospital as a private.
              I can adduce evidence in abun-
dance from various sources, that he is
absolutely unfit for a soldier, and physi-
cally unable to endure the hardships of
a military life.
                  Had it not been for the assu
rances of Capt. Benson that the position of
musician would have been retained for him,
Horace would not have enlisted.
                 May I ask you to render me
such assistance as you can in procuring
his discharge.
              Must he return to Fortress Monroe



before that can be effected? I am so
informed here, and I wish to be
positively assured on that point. An exten-
sion of his furlough for twenty days has
been applied for in due form, and will doubt-
less be granted.
               I called at your residence in
Norfolk, on the last day of my stay at the
Fort but you were then at Suffolk.  Had
I seen you I should not have troubled
you with this letter.
                         I am Your’s, Respectfully,
                             Mrs. Mary A. Davis,
                               Commercial House,
                                 Portland, Me.
To Gen. G.F. Shepley.
                 Norfolk, Va.


