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Interview with Richard Smith about the expenses of a paper mill in 2004. 

 

 

 
Pauleena MacDougall: Do you know why this mill was closed as opposed to say Lincoln or one of 

the other mills?  

Richard Smith: All I was told was that it was too expensive to make paper.  

PM: In Lincoln they have both pulp and paper.  

RS: Yes.  

PM: I wonder if that’s an issue having to buy pulp.  

RS: Well they don’t have to buy pulp. They manufactured their own. We had to buy it all.  

PM: I wonder if that’s one of the expenses.  

RS: Well that was one of the expenses, oil was a big expense. Oil was a big expense because we 

generated all our steam and all our power, well we could generate all our power but we had to burn 

number 6 oil to do it and number 6 oil got very expensive.  

PM: What about Lincoln? What do they power with?  



RS: Well they burn; they’ve got a solid waste boiler up there. They’ve got a couple of oil burners and 

then they’ve got of course the pulp, the cover boiler which generates the majority of their steam 

anyway so they don’t rely specifically on oil. This mill had to rely on oil.  

PM: I would imagine that would be, that would be, if you had some ability to save money on energy 

that that would make it a little more efficient.  

RS: Yes and a lot cheaper. When oil was down, you know, under 20 dollars a barrel it was ok, but 

when oil got up to 40 or 50 dollars a barrel, they had a lot of trouble in here. We burned a lot of oil. 


