
For Educational Use Only     www.MaineMemory.net   Copyright 2012

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society

MMN # 74473
Date: October 20, 1862
Description: A copy of an order issued by President Abraham Lincoln that 
authorizes establishing a provisional court in Louisiana while the state is 
under military occupation by the Union forces during the Civil War.

   Executive Order
Enabling a Provisional Court in
Louisiana.
                 Executive Mansion, Washington
                                  October 20th 1862.
  The insurrection which has for some time
prevailed in several of the States of
this Union, including Louisiana, having tempo-
rarily subverted and swept away the Civil
institutions of that State, including the
Judiciary and the Judicial authorities of the
Union, So that it has become necessary to
hold the State in military occupation;
And it being indisputably necessary that
there shall be some Judicial tribunal
existing there capable of administering
Justice, I have, therefore, thought it
proper to appoint and I do hereby con-
stitute a provisional Court, which
shall be a court of records for the State
of Louisiana; and I hereby appoint
Charles A. Peabody, of New York,
to be a provisional Judge to hold said
Court, with authority to hear, try and de-
termine all causes, civil and criminal,
including causes in law, equity, revenue
and admiralty, and particularly all
such powers and jurisdiction as belong



to the District  and Circuit Courts of
the United States, conforming his
proceedings, so far as possible, to
the Course of proceedings and practice
which has been customary in the Courts
of the United States and Louisiana:
His judgments to be final and conclusive.
   And I do hereby authorize and
empower the said Judge to make
and establish such rules and regula-
tions as may be necessary for the
exercise of his Jurisdiction, and
to appoint a prosecuting attorney,
Marshal and Clerk of the said
Court, who shall perform the
functions of Attorney, Marshal and
Clerk, according to such proceedings
and practice as before mentioned,
and such rules and regulations as
may be made and established by
said Judge. These appointments
are to continue during the pleasure
of the President, not extending beyond
the military occupation of the City
of New Orleans, or the restoration
of the Civil Authority in that City and
the State of Louisiana. These officers
shall be paid out of the Contingent
fund of the War Department, Com-



pensation as follows: – The Judge
at the rate of three thousand five
hundred dollars per annum, the
prosecuting attorney, including the
fees, at the rate of three thousand
dollars per annum, the Marshal,
including the fees, at the rate of
three thousand dollars per annum,
and the Clerk, including the fees,
at the rate of two thousand and
five hundred dollars per annum,
Such compensation to be certified
certified by the Secretary of War.
A copy of this Order, certified 
by the Secretary of war, and
delivered to such Judge, shall
be deemed and held to be a
sufficient Commission. Let the
Seal of the United States be hereunto
affixed
                   Abraham Lincoln
L.S.  
            By the President
                  William H Seward
                         Secretary of State



                         War Department
        Washington 23 October 1862.
    I hereby certify that the foregoing
is a true copy examined and
confirmed with the original, of
the Executive Order of the
President of the United States,
constituting a Provisional Count
for the State of Louisiana.
Witness my hand and the Seal of
the War Department
                     Edwin M. Stanton
                         Secretary of War
L.S.
     Attent John Potts
        Chief Clerk 


