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Date: October 2, 1862
Description: Six ministers of Protestant Episcopal Church wrote to George 
F. Shepley to explain that their “canonical” obligations prevented them 
from obeying Order No. 33 requiring ministers to use the “Prayer for the 
President of the United States and others in authority.”

                                 New Orleans, Oct. 2d. 1862.
To
     Brig. Gen. Shepley, Military Governor &c.
          Sir,
                     We the undersigned Ministers of the
Prot. Esp. Church in New Orleans, having received your
Order No. 33 requiring us to use the “Prayer for the Presi=
dent of the United States and others in authority “under
penalty of being considered hostile to the Government
of the United States, beg respectfully to say that the
Prot. Esp. Church in the Diocese of Louisiana has order
ed the disuse of that Prayer in her Liturgy and the
substitution for it of a Prayer for the President of the
Confederate States; and that the Bishop of the Dio=
cese has directed the Clergy to act accordingly.



     There being no connection between Church
and State, we can recognize no interference on the
part of either Civil or Military authority in eccleiastic=
al matters.  The only alternative left us is to use or to omit
such services as contain the prayers which you hold to be of=
fensive.  In obedience to a former Order we pursued the
latter course:  thereby showing our disposition to accord,
as far as we could, with your desires.
                  Your Order No. 33 conflicts with our canon=
ical obligations, and, therefore we cannot obey it.  But
we solemnly protest against our disobedience being
“regarded as evidence of hostility to the Government of
the United States.”  We submit that you have no right
to regard as evidence of hostility to any Government, a
failure on our part to use a Prayer which is not in out Lit=



urgy. We cannot use the Liturgy of a Church to which
we do not belong.
                 We are, Sir, Respectfully
                      Your Obedient Servants
                     W. T. Lescock, Rector of Christ Church
                      Chas Goodrich
                        Rector of St. Paul’s Church
                        C. S. Hedges, Rector of St. Luke’s
                        A. D. McCoy, Rector of St. Peter’s
                        C W Hilton
                               Minister, Mount Olivet
                                                           Algiers
                     Jno. Fulton, Rector of Calvary Ch.


