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Date: October 17, 1951
Description: Letter of Millay’s “Auntie Kem” to Corinne Sawyer regarding 
Millay’s graduation photos. 

                      87 Lime Street
                          Newburyport
                          Massachusetts
                                       Oct. 17,
Dear Corinne,                    1951
         I had no idea that it 
would be so long before I wrote
you, after my return home; but
I was unfortunate in being sick &
the Dr. put me to bed and ordered
me to stay there, or else! so I
preferred being sensible, to being
foolish and taking the conse-
quences.
     I’m enclosing copies I had
made of Vincent’s graduation
photos, to which you are very
welcome. It would appear that
she took her graduation photos
quite seriously, for the whim-
sical “Puckish” cute smile of
hers seems to have been absent.
I’ve always loved these pic-
tures, however. They were a



2    gift to her from me, and 
possibly I may not have realized 
how many she would need to 
go all around the class, and 
relatives too, for it was a big 
family, taking in both “sides”   –– 
so perhaps she didn’t have enough  
I’m very happy to be able to pro-
vide the other “red-head” friend 
and chum of hers with one even 
at this late date; and I’m sure 
she would have been glad to 
have me do so.  
                            I was living 
in Newburyport then, too, though 
I’ve seen quite at a lot of our 
Country and Canada in between.  
But in those days we didn’t find 
it so easy to travel as now, with 
motors at our command.
    I’ve written to Mr. MacDougall 
in N.Y. and it will go into 
the P.O. at the same time that 
this does; I told him of your 
3 lovely letters and also that you



would send him copies only of them.  Unless 
he is away, I’m confident that you’ll hear 
from him quite soon; I wish that I could 
tell how much I enjoyed my short, – all 
too brief – visit with you. It will remain 
in my memory as something quite of 
an enchanting nature, and I hope to see 
you again at some fortunate future date.
             Thank you for the courtesies shown.  
Do you expect to have “The Indigo Bunting” by 
Vincent Sheean in your library? It is just
out, and is a biography of a sort, of Vincent} 
                                                           Millay}
I’ve not seen it yet. Good-night Corinne 
and I wish you health and Good Luck!
  Sincerely, C.M. Parsons “Vincent’s Auntie Kem”


